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“I intend to live forever or die trying.” I am a 

committed Marxist, and that is a quote from our 

great leader Groucho (not Karl).  

I thought at my exalted age I had seen 

almost everything, though like most people I 

worried a bit about a war. But not a war where 

the enemy is a virus indiscriminately striking 

every country and its people. As always, people 

react to adversity in different ways but always 

with a desire to live as close to forever as 

possible. That is happening in our coronavirus 

war, and we see it across cultures. Sometimes it 

is manifested in purely selfish, sometimes 

pointless behaviors, like hoarding toilet paper. 

What is inspiring, however, is the emerging will 

to help others live. 

We see it all around us in our village. People 

are acting smart; I am out working in the garden, 

walking my dog or driving a bit, and I see others 

doing the same but maintaining social distance. 

It has been great to see people gathering in 

small groups, but always outside with chairs 

spread a significant distance apart. So, we all 

want to live and stay healthy, and social 

interaction is an essential part of staying healthy. 

The most inspiring part of what I see is 

neighbors helping each other. People are staying 

in touch with those who might otherwise be 

isolated, helping with grocery shopping or 

delivery, and, in many cases, forming 

neighborhood or group care circles to make sure 

others are getting the help they need. 

FHA board members are staying in close 

contact via phone and e-mail and are now using 

video technology for meetings rather than trying 

to meet in person. The results, at first, were 

sometimes awkward, sometimes clumsy, but now 

are very effective. Yet, we keep things going and 

take every reasonable action to help and 

communicate with you all. We watch over 

developments near us and in the village. I hope 

you will have seen the many updates on the 

coronavirus on our website.  

We must stay on top of all the usual things 

affecting how we live, such as our utilities and 

wastewater issues, covenants, road safety, and 

care of grounds. Thanks to my terrific partners 

on the board, that work continues almost as if we 

were not at war. 

We also stay in contact with Fearrington 

Cares, which is doing all it can do to help us all. 

This includes things like community care circles 

or grocery assistance. Fearrington Cares is 

answering many inquiries, and it has talented 

people, all aimed at helping others. 

It will be a difficult time ahead. But this is 

the model toward which we must all aspire. When 

the crisis ends, we will emerge an even stronger 

community than before. 

 

Carl Angel 

president@fhaboard.org  
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FEARRINGTON IN A CRISIS:  RESPONDING AS A COMMUNITY 
 
In his message this month, Carl Angel talks about residents of the village 
working together, helping others to cope with the present crisis. We are aware 
of what we have to do to minimize the spread of COVID-19, and we are 
sensitive to the needs of others who are trying to cope. 

The communal spirit also involves some simple acts of kindness that make 
a difference. We all know, for example, of the need to preserve a safe distance 
between people. But there are circumstances when we find ourselves 
unwittingly violating the six-foot rule. Please watch out for situations where it is 
easy to forget. For example: 
 Paths and trails: The trails and some paths are narrow, and groups of 

two or more may need to walk in single file to preserve a suitable distance. 
 Mail kiosks: Look out for others as you enter or leave. To preserve a 

safe distance as you collect your mail, you may need to wait for others to 

leave. 

 Collecting pickup orders from the Belted Goat: People generally 
preserve a suitable distance while waiting in line. But don’t forget that when 
collecting your order and talking to the person behind the window, there is a 
risk of contamination. Keep a safe distance. 

When you bear in mind points like these, your neighbors will appreciate 

your thoughtfulness. 
With the governor’s stay-at-home directive, there has been a significant 

increase in the number of people walking in our neighborhood. The natural 

settings—the woods, the trails, the common areas—are special for all of us. 

They help us relax and recover a sense of equanimity that is hard to find these 

days. Please come and enjoy them. But keep in mind the rule that applies to all 

natural areas: “While you are here, leave only footprints. When you leave, take 

only memories.” Here are some examples where the rule applies: 

 To keep our natural areas as nature intended them, please do not 

discard yard waste in our natural areas. Some service groups have designated 

areas where residents can place yard debris for the landscaper to pick up. If 
you reside in such a service group, you can place your debris in the designated 
area. If you reside outside such a group, your yard debris needs to be disposed 
of properly. 
 If you are a dog walker, please remember that dogs should be on a 
leash at all times. Also, you are responsible for bagging your doggy poop. The 
bags should be taken with you and disposed of properly. Do not leave the bags 

along the trails or on our natural areas or throw them into the ponds. 
 Our trails are for the enjoyment of all of our neighbors. Nothing should 
be placed along our trails without the approval of our trails committee. This 
includes artwork and geocaching artifacts. If you have ideas for ways to 
enhance the setting, we encourage you to share those ideas. But before you 
try to change or install anything, please check with Jim Fink or Jesse 
Fearrington, who supervise our grounds and trails volunteers. 

 
 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WASTEWATER SITUATION 
 
The Wastewater Management Task Force continues to research the issues 
surrounding the proposal to pump Fearrington’s sewage to an expanded 

treatment plant in Briar Chapel. It is clear that our existing plant is reaching 
the end of its useful life and that the effluent being discharged does not meet 
current standards. However, given Envirolink’s track record to date with the 
much smaller facility for which they are responsible in Briar Chapel, we are not 
confident in its ability to build and successfully operate such a large new plant. 
We have been unable to determine if any analysis of alternatives was ever 
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undertaken. What would the cost be if our own plant 
were upgraded? Because Fitch Creations does not wish 
to own and manage such a treatment facility, are there 
other utility companies that would be willing to take on 

this project?   
Our face-to-face meeting with the principals at 

Fitch Creations was canceled due to Covid-19. We 
therefore suggested that the board send Fitch 
Creations a letter outlining our concerns with the 
proposal currently under consideration at the North 
Carolina Utilities Commission (NCUC). The board 

agreed, and the letter was sent last week. In the 
absence of face-to-face meetings, communications are 
somewhat difficult; but we asked Fitch Creations for a 
quick response. The evidentiary hearing in front of the 
NCUC is currently scheduled for Tuesday, June 16, and 
Fitch’s testimony is due by May 1. 

  
Rose Krasnow 

vp@fhaboard.org  
 
 

VOLUNTEERS CORNER 

    
Although we are all social distancing with clubs and 
volunteer activities pretty much shut down in 
Fearrington, you should know that your FHA is 
continuing to work for you. The board has been 
holding meetings online for its regular schedule of the 
second and fourth Mondays of the month. Several FHA 

committees have also been meeting online such as the 
Long Range Planning Committee and the Wastewater 

Management Task Force. And let us not forget the 
communications volunteers who edit and publish the 
newsletter and keep the website up to date. The 
Covenants Committee is still processing requests for 
improvements and tree removal. The Grounds 

Committee is still making sure the mowing gets done 
and that paths and trails are maintained. Even though 
the Gathering Place is closed, it is still being kept 
clean, and the four mail kiosks for which the FHA is 
responsible are being maintained. So thanks to all who 
keep our Village a safe and pleasant place to live. 

 
Maggie Tunstall 
 
 
FEARRINGTON VILLAGE 101: WHO DOES WHAT? 

 
When many of us moved to Fearrington, the 
Handbook and Directory gave us the essential 
information, but slowly other questions emerged. Why 
do I pay dues to two organizations? What does the 
Fearrington Homeowners Association (FHA) do and 
who belongs to it? How does it fit in with the service 

groups shown on the website, and what exactly is a 
service group? What role, if any, does Fitch Creations 
still have in management of the overall development? 

How close to “finished” is Fearrington? Here are some 
of the answers you may have been looking for. 
 
Building the Dream 

The Fitch vision was to develop a quiet country 
lifestyle with a vital and attractive village center, 

parks, open spaces, recreation, and housing to meet 
different lifestyles. In 1975, Chatham County gave the 
approval to Fitch Creations to create a Planned Urban 
Development (PUD). The first phase of single-family 
homes, now known as the Historic District, was 
developed in four phases and was completed in the 
early 1980s. Since then, 14 phases have been added.  

Each time Fitch Creations is ready to develop a 
new area, it submits plans for layout, construction, 
and governance that must be approved by the 
Chatham County Planning Department and county 
commissioners. All plans must comply with county 
regulations that were in place at the time that the 

PUD was approved in 1975. Fearrington was approved 
to have a total of 1,602 residential units on 934 acres 
(not including Henderson Place, which is outside the 
PUD). At the beginning of 2020, approximately 1,350 
units had been completed, including 300 in Galloway 
Ridge. An average of 25 to 30 new homes have been 
added every year. 

The FHA acts as an umbrella homeowners 
association for the entire village and is the only HOA 
to which many single-family homeowners belong. 
Some phases of the development also have service 
groups to meet their needs. (See page 4 for more 
information.) 

The retail center continues to be wholly owned by 

Fitch Creations, which has complete control of the 

center’s merchants and maintenance. Fitch also owns 
and maintains the central park; the playgrounds, 
tennis courts, and bocce court that are off 
Benchmark; the Fitch residential compound; and 
those parts of the village that are yet to be developed. 

 
The FHA 
 
To preserve the qualities that initially attracted us to 
Fearrington Village, Fitch established the nonprofit 
FHA in 1976. In 1980, a board was established to 
represent residents, while working with Fitch 

Creations, to protect the vision that the Fitches had 
for the village. The FHA’s purposes are to maintain 
and preserve the common areas; enforce the 

governing covenants and restrictions; and promote 
the health, safety, and welfare of village residents. For 
these services, all members pay a nominal annual fee.  

All homes in Fearrington Village, including those 

outside the original PUD, are members of the FHA. 
The organization owns and maintains the Gathering 
Place, four mail kiosks, the Creekwood nature trail, 
and all strips of land between development phases. 
The FHA Board has responsibility for establishing a 
budget and a reserve fund, collecting dues, 

maintaining the common areas, receiving complaints, 
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enforcing the terms of the covenants and restrictions, 
and generally protecting the interests of residents.  

To that end, the board monitors the activities of 
various levels of government on issues concerning the 

community and, if necessary, expresses the views of 
the community on those issues. In the past, the board 
has engaged in the planning of postal facilities, 
emergency services, cable television, and appropriate 
fire insurance rating codes; the need for a traffic 
signal on U.S.15-501 and additional street lighting; 
and property valuations. In addition, the board has 

represented resident concerns regarding the deer 
population, proposed construction of Compact 
Communities,1 and in general, the desire to preserve 
the rural character of Chatham County. For example, 
the board is currently representing residents’ interests 
on a proposed major change to our wastewater 

treatment facility. 
  

What Is a Service Group? 
 
As village phases diversified to include town homes 
and single-family homes with common yard 
maintenance, the structure of the FHA was not 

sufficient to provide some of those required services. 
In response, Fitch Creations designed service groups 
for individual communities that could manage and 
provide services to specific areas of Fearrington 
Village. For example, Camden Park provides 
landscaping services, whereas Countryhouse Closes 
provides landscaping and maintains roofs, siding, 

garages, and skylights. 
When developing a given phase, Fitch Creations 

determines whether a service group needs to be 
established and, if so, defines the necessary legal 

documents and covenants before lots can be sold. 
These are then registered with the Chatham County 

Register of Deeds and specify when management 
control will transfer from Fitch to the service group. 

While the FHA Board is responsible for 
enforcement of the covenants and restrictions 
governing all parts of the village, service groups 
manage additional services and requirements for 
individual communities. Residents of those 

communities pay separate, monthly fees, as outlined 
in each set of covenants. (See table.) 

Each service group has its own board of directors 
and is subject to its own management. Despite some 
differences in the language of the various documents, 
all residents and lot owners are subject to essentially 

the same general covenants, and all enjoy the same 

privileges and responsibilities of ownership. The 
covenants are summarized in the Directory and 
Handbook that is furnished to each resident and are 
available on the FHA website. The covenants of each 

                                                 
1 Compact communities support mixed-use development and 

are anchored by a village center composed of commercial, 
civic, and residential uses that add to Chatham County’s tax 
base, help residents meet their daily needs, and preserve 
Chatham County’s small-town atmosphere. Compact 

independent service group prevail where they are 
stricter than the FHA covenants.  

 

AREA 

FHA 

MEMBER? 

SERVICE 
GROUP/MANAGEMENT 

COMPANY 

Historic District:  

Phases I–IV 

 

Yes 

 

No 

Countryhouse 

Closes 

Yes Yes/Towne Properties 

The Woods Yes No 

Bush Creek Yes No 

Bush Creek 

Townhomes 

Yes Yes/Towne Properties 

Bradford Place Yes Yes/Towne Properties 

Henderson 

Place 

Yes Yes/HRW, Inc. 

The Knolls Yes Yes/Towne Properties 

Burke Place Yes No 

Mill Creek Circle Yes Yes/Fitch Creations 

Millcroft Cluster 

Homes 

Yes Yes/Community Focus of 

NC 

Weathersfield Yes Yes/Mill House Properties 

Richmond Yes No 

Montgomery Yes No 

McDowell Place Yes No 

Rutherford 

Close 

Yes Yes/TBD 

The Camdens Yes Yes/HRW, Inc. 

Galloway Ridge Yes 

(Associate) 

Yes/Galloway Board of 

Directors 

 

Individual Corporations 

In addition to the organizations discussed above, 
Fitch Creations created separate corporations to 

manage and maintain four important functions: 

The Swim and Croquet Club: All 

Fearrington owners and qualified renters are 
eligible to join this club for a fee, which 
provides for the maintenance and 
management of the facilities. (919-542-7337 

or fearringtonswimcroquet@gmail.com) 

Tennis Association: The tennis courts are 
owned by Fitch Creations and leased to the 
association, which is responsible for their 
maintenance and management. The courts are 

communities allow for compact village-style development 
surrounded by protected green space, at a size that is easily 
walkable and bikable by residents of all ages. (Chatham 
Compact Communities Ordinance.) 

 

mailto:fearringtonswimcroquet@gmail.com
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open only to paid members. (For information, 
see the FHA website or contact 
jan@janetdoolin.com.) 

Fearrington Utilities (currently managed 
by Envirolink): The wastewater treatment 
infrastructure for the entire village is currently 

owned by Fitch Creations, but service is 
managed by Envirolink (888-754-9878). 

Fearrington Cares (FC): Originally formed 
as two separate corporations to help meet the 
health and daily living requirements of 
residents, Fearrington Cares became one 
organization in 2000. Anyone who needs help 
with transportation, home repair, medical 
equipment loans, meal delivery, or nursing 

services, or who is interested in educational or 
support opportunities, should contact 
Fearrington Cares at 919-542-6877 or 

https://fearringtoncares.org/services/.  

Preserving the Vision 

Because the village is being developed in separate 
stages, the plan has been subject to a number of 
changes over the years to reflect the changing vision 
of its creators and changes in housing needs or 
market conditions. Despite the changes, however, the 
vision of a country village has remained constant and 

is being continuously refined and improved.  
Successfully managing this process requires a 

great deal of time and energy. With some exceptions, 
such as fiscal management and landscaping services, 
the time and energy are contributed by an army of 
more than 200 volunteers. Services range from helping 

to staff the FHA office in the Gathering Place and 

answer questions to editing this newsletter to serving 
as a board member. In other words, your village needs 
you, and there are many ways you can help. 

 
Got It Now? 

Over 85 percent of the original village dream has 
been built to date, and Fitch Creations continues to 
build and help manage the village. Some of us pay 
dues to two organizations because they provide 

different things to different types of homeowners. If 
we have questions or concerns about matters related 
to the responsibilities of FHA board members, such as 
the FHA budget, the newsletter, or the Gathering 

Place, we contact the FHA. If we are wondering when 
our siding will be power washed or who will remove a 

large tree branch that fell near our porch, we call the 
service group for the phase in which we live. When in 
doubt, we call our service group. 

We all likely moved here for some of the same 
reasons that R.B. Fitch and his wife Jenny bought this 
property: the beautiful farm and the tall, old-growth 
pines that whisper in the wind. Thanks to Fitch 

Creations, the FHA, the service groups, and scores of 
volunteers, Fearrington Village continues 40+ years 

on to provide a quiet country lifestyle that residents 
are happy to call home. 

 
Helene Carlson, with support from Jesse Fearrington, 

Tony Daniels, and Gordon Pitz 

 

THOUGHTS OF THE FEARRINGTON VISION 

Last year, Fearrington Futures, now part of the FHA 
Finance Committee, initiated a discussion about the 
possible future of Fearrington. It addressed the need 
to preserve the essential character of the village as 

development goes on all around us and how to achieve 
that. 

To do this effectively, I thought it essential to 
understand how residents think about the village as it 
is now. As I corresponded with residents, I began 
asking impromptu questions: “What made you move to 

Fearrington?” “What do you like about it?” What made 
you stay?”  

I received many interesting answers. My 
questions and the answers can hardly be called 
research. They are largely anecdotal, but there is a 
common thread. I share some of them with you now, 
in a time of seclusion and minimal social interaction, in 

the hopes we can bind our spirits a bit more tightly. 
Our community does have much for which to be 
thankful. There is no utopia anywhere, but Fearrington 
Village and its people provide us with more comfort 
and reassurance than most other locations. Many 
responses have a common thread: “What’s not to 
like?” 

Walkers like the ability to take a leisurely (or 
vigorous) stroll along the many paths and trails in the 

common areas. Walk the dog and get fresh air. Enjoy 
the scenery, birds singing, flowers, and the majestic 
tree coloration in autumn. One respondent said, “I can 
walk my dog, walk to a wine bar, or buy a beer, and 

even enjoy dining alfresco at a nearby restaurant.” 
Another said, after driving white knuckled on 15-

501, “It’s so nice to turn into Fearrington and exhale, 
slowing the car, being welcomed by the Belties and 
goats, and enjoying the serenity of trees, flowers and 
animals.” 

At an impromptu Christmas party, a long-time 

resident said, “My path has been littered with angels; 
why should I ever want to leave?” 

“Why do I love Fearrington? I never expected to 
find a home in a planned community that would offer 

the degree of privacy and nature that my house 
possesses. Looking out my windows, I see nothing but 
trees. The deck off my kitchen is literally my ‘tree 

house,’ with boughs overhanging the area. I can hear 
Bush Creek gurgling amid the bird songs. My neighbors 
are very interesting and kind people. What’s not to 
love?” 

It’s not that nothing needs changing. Most people 
who move to a new place to live find that they paint, 

redo a bathroom, renovate the kitchen, or change 
landscaping to make their abode more livable and 
enjoyable. Could that concept not be extended to our 

mailto:jan@janetdoolin.com
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bucolic village as a whole? Lincoln alluded to “a more 
perfect union,” so why not a more perfect village? 

The village dates from 1976, and some of our 
infrastructure is aging. Some things wear out or look 

tattered or need adapting to the needs of people 
arriving with fresh ideas or beliefs about what matters. 
At the same time, we must identify the items of value 
that make up the village image. Tangible or intangible, 
they all need nurturing, preserving, or enhancing. It’s 
in all our interests to participate in the discussion and 
listen to all suggestions without chastising the 

messenger. That way we build a better Fearrington 
Village for ourselves and the future. Its legacy is part 
of our legacy. 

These observations are what your neighbors think 
about our village. It is just the start of the process to 
effect positive change. Identifying concerns, building 

consensus, identifying who owns what, ascertaining 
costs, and finding financial resources follow later. 

Would you care to join the conversation now? Your 
thoughts matter too! Please e-mail me.  

 
Tony Daniels 
treasurer@fhaboard.org 

 
 
FOR YOUR SAFETY: THE KNOX BOX 

For your safety, Karen Metzguer of Fearrington Cares 
and the North Chatham Volunteer Fire Department 
recommend that you install a Knox Box at your 
entrance door. 

When you are living at home, especially alone, 
gaining access during a medical emergency or other 

emergency can be an issue for first responders, 

especially if you have mobility issues. In case of a fire, 
if you are away from home at the time, there will be 
similar problems. Help is always just a call away, and 
the fire department is immediately across route 15-
501, but consider what happens when you cannot 

reach or open the door. 
There are several important benefits of having a 

Knox Box installed: 

 Quick access to your home by emergency 
services 

 Reduced risk of injury to first responders 

 Reduced property damage; no damaged doors 

or frames 

 A secure way of access; no one else can access 

your home key 

If you would like to install a Knox Box, it can be 
ordered directly from the Knox Company at 1-800-

552-5669, or send an email to info@knoxbox.com. The 
basic model #1501 will cost about $170 plus the cost 
of installation, but you should discuss options with the 
company. In some cases an over-the-door model will 
work best, if the door will accommodate one. 

Tell the Knox representative that your local fire 

department is listed as Chatham County/N Chatham 

VFD. The company will notify the fire department of 
your order. If it is not an over-the-door model, the box 
can be installed on either the right or left side of the 
door. You can normally arrange with Fearrington Cares 

to have one of their handy people do the installation, 
although they are not available as long as Fearrington 
Cares is closed because of COVID-19. 

The box comes with paperwork instructing you to 
call the local fire department when it is installed. You 
will need to have an extra door key. Be certain to tell 
the fire department the reason for the call. They will 

respond to your call, and place your door key in the 
box. The fire department locks the box with a master 
key. This master key is kept in a locked safe on fire 
department vehicles and is used to open the box if it 
becomes necessary for emergency responders to open 
your home door. 

For any additional questions, call Knox Box. The 
staff are very helpful in answering your inquiries. 

  
Warren Ort, chair 
Health, Safety and Security Committee 
healthsafetysecurity@fhaboard.com  
 

 
PPE DRIVE AT THE GATHERING PLACE 
 
Personal protective equipment (PPE) is urgently 
needed in Chatham County. The Chatham Public 
Health Department needs masks, gloves, and other 
PPE for frontline health care workers, child care 

providers, and others in direct care roles in the 
community. Also, the Health Department seeks to 
provide masks for other workers, such as grocery store 
clerks, landscape workers, construction workers, and 

delivery drivers. There are PPE donation collection sites 
throughout the county. Fearrington Village is 

supporting this effort by providing a collection 
bin, located at the front of the Gathering Place. If 
you have medical masks or gloves, please donate 
them by putting them in the Fearrington collection bin. 
Homemade masks are very much needed also. One 
source of information about masks, including how to 
make masks, is  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/health/cor
onavirus-best-face-masks.html?auth=login-
email&login=email&searchResultPosition=1 
 
 
FEARRINGTON GREEN SCENE SHREDDING EVENT 

 

As we all find ourselves adjusting to our "new world" of 
the implications of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Fearrington Green Scene is right there with you, trying 
to figure out what is and is not doable. One of our 
current agenda issues concerns the "3-in-1" Shredding 
Event, previously planned for May 16 at the Gathering 

Place parking lot. It is not yet clear whether the event 
will take place. A key question is the availability of the 
three vendors who provide the services that the event 
involves. In checking with those three vendors, we 
have learned that their availability will depend on 

mailto:treasurer@fhaboard.org
mailto:info@knoxbox.com
mailto:healthsafetysecurity@fhaboard.com
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-best-face-masks.html?auth=login-email&login=email&searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-best-face-masks.html?auth=login-email&login=email&searchResultPosition=1
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conditions and decisions that will not be known until 
after this newsletter has gone to press.  

While we would like very much to proceed with 
the event—obviously practicing the necessary social 

distancing and with the necessary personal protection 
gear—we will need to provide the community with a 
more current announcement via the FHA website, 

and/or a blast e-mail, a week or so before the 
Saturday, May 16, date. Stay tuned. 

 
 

Jason Welsch, moderator 
919-533-6118 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CLUB 
ANNOUNCEMENTS__ 
 
 
FEARRINGTON REPUBLICAN 
CLUB 
 

The date scheduled for the 
meeting of the Fearrington 

Republican Club is May 27. We 
cannot commit to an agenda and 
speakers at this time. If the stay-
at-home orders prompted by the 
coronavirus pandemic are lifted, 
we will notify our members and 
neighbors in Fearrington Village of 

updates on meetings via e-mail 
and flyers in our mail kiosks. If 
you would like to be added to our 
e-mail list or have questions, 
contact frc-nc@hotmail.com. 
 

 
FEARRINGTON BULLS AND 
BEARS 
 
Are you concerned about your 
investments during this 
pandemic? Would you like to 

discuss the market with others? 
Fearrington Bulls and Bears is a 
group of residents, dedicated to 
wise financial decisions, especially 
regarding the stock market. We 
enjoy intelligent discussions, 
building our investment skills, and 

watching our portfolios grow. 

Would you enjoy this? If so, this 
club is for you. We meet monthly, 
September through May. During 
the virus outbreak, we are only 
meeting by Zoom conference. Our 

next meeting will be a Zoom 
conference at 9:30 am on 
Friday, May 8. If you have 
seriously considered join us, 
please arrange for the Zoom 
conference by e-mailing 
lkmurphy01@yahoo.com. 

For more information, call 
Anna Shearer, president, at 703-
217-0322, or Kay Murphy at 770-
988-8400.  
 
 

FRIENDS OF SCANDINAVIA 
 
If the Covid-19 situation improves 

sufficiently to open the Gathering 
Place, the Friends of Scandinavia 
will hold a spring potluck there at 
6:00 pm on Saturday, May 

16. All are welcome. The cost is 
$5.00 per person. Coffee, tea, 
and water are provided. Contact 
Lynda Thomsen at 269-352-5386 
(lyndandew@aol.com) for more 
information and to specify your 

menu contribution. This event is 
fun, and the food is always good. 
Be well, everyone. 
 
 

WOMEN OF FEARRINGTON 
 

Our year came to a close rather 
early, and all WoF spring events 
have been canceled or postponed. 
We thank everyone in the 
Fearrington and Galloway 
community for their support this 
year and are happy to welcome 

the many who have volunteered 
for the board, teams, and 
committees for the year that 
starts July 1. The transition has 
begun, and many incoming board, 
team, and committee members 

have already started planning 

interesting and fun activities, 
including road trips and meetings, 
as well as purely social events. 
General meetings begin again in 
September with an opportunity to 
hear from many of our 2020 

grantees. We look forward to 
another year in which we learn, 
laugh, and lead. 
 

 

 
FEARRINGTON YACHT CLUB 
 
Ahoy Mates! In view of the 
uncertainties connected to the 

coronavirus, all fall Yacht Club 

plans are on hold for the fall. 
Once we see how things are 
developing, we will plan 
appropriately. So far, the cruise 
to the eastern Caribbean for 
February 21, 2021, is still on. 

Hopefully, there will be a vaccine 
developed before then. 
Membership in the Yacht Club is 
open to residents of Fearrington 
Village and Galloway Ridge. NO 
YACHT REQUIRED! For event 
information and membership 

form, log onto the FYC page at 
https://group.fearringtonfha.org?
yacht. For general membership 

questions, contact Treasurer Sally 
Muncy at 919-619-8817. For 
cruise information, call Doug 

Ashby at 401-954-7680. For club 
activities or to volunteer with 
events, contact Commodore 
Maggie Tunstall at 919-542-0031. 
 

FEARRINGTON 
HAVURAH  

Shalom Chaverim! With the hope 
that everyone continues to be 
safe and well, Fearrington 

Havurah will not meet in May. 
When we are able to meet, we 

will again welcome members and 
guests from the Fearrington and 
Galloway Ridge communities. For 
more information and answers to 
any questions, contact Catherine 
Garland at 919-533-6329 
(cgar613178@aol.com) or Beryl 

Sherman at 919-704-8018 
(Bisherman3@gmail.com). 

 

mailto:frc-nc@hotmail.com
mailto:lkmurphy01@yahoo.com
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
mailto:lyndandew@aol.com
https://group.fearringtonfha.org/?yacht
https://group.fearringtonfha.org/?yacht
mailto:cgar613178@aol.com
mailto:Bisherman3@gmail.com
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FEARRINGTON SOCIAL 
BRIDGE CLUB  

Hello bridge players! Once again, 

the Social Bridge Club will not 
meet for its scheduled first 
Thursday game. Until we are able 
to meet, we hope you’re keeping 
your bridge skills sharp by playing 
online through one of the 

numerous sites that are available. 
For information about the club or 
pointers to online opportunities, 
please contact Catherine Garland 
at 919-533-6319 
(cgar613178@aol.com). 

 

 

OUTSIDE 
FEARRINGTON_____ 
 

 
CHATHAM CONNECTING 
 
If your time spent inside during 
March and April yielded a number 
of items for donation, now is the 

time to find organizations that 
could use your discards. Check 
the Chatham Connecting website 
at www.chathamconnecting.org,. 
Clothing and household items and 
art and school supplies are 

welcome at many of the 120 
agencies and nonprofit 
organizations listed on the easy-

to-use website. Once the stay-at-
home order is lifted, youth and 

adults can volunteer with 
organizations like the Red Cross, 
the Chatham County Legal Aid 
Society, the CORA Foodbank, 

Friends of Lower Haw River State 
Natural Area, Chatham Literacy, 
and The Farm at Penny Lane, to 
name just a few. These 
organizations offer a range of 
service projects, many of which 
are appropriate for youth.  

Chatham Connecting 
connects those who need help 
with those who can help. Your 
Chatham County neighbors will 
appreciate your time. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

The Following People Have Been Added to the Directory 

ADAMS, Stokes 
FRYE, Leonard 
    694 Spindlewood 

Stokes's Email: Stokesadams63@gmail.com 
Leonard's Email: Leonfrye@gmail.com 

Stokes's Cell: 704-301-6336 
Leonard's Cell: 704-301-0906 

FITZSIMMONS, Dan 
PARTHASARATHI, Niranjana 
    4258 Henderson Place 

Dan's Email: Premoto1@mac.com 
Niranjana's Email: NPartha62@gmail.com 

Home: 919-542-2040 
Dan's Cell: 513-218-1822 
Niranjana's Cell: 707-889-8146 

GARFINKEL, Adam 
GOLD, Allison 
    4405 Richmond Close 

Allison's Email: allisongold@me.com 
 

KURTZ, Janice 
    4313 Millcreek Circle 

 
Home: 919-533-6668 

NEWLIN, Lawrence W (Larry), Lee P 
    4 West Camden (1104) 

Larry's Email: lwnewlin@gmail.com 
Lee's Email: lpnewlin@gmail.com 

Home: 336-209-4808 
Larry's Cell: 336-202-4808 

ROSENTHAL, Dennis, Iris 
    4315 Millcreek Circle 

Dennis's Email: denni29967@aol.com 
Iris's Email: iris29957@aol.com 

Dennis's Cell: 973-723-2747 
Iris's Cell: 201-650-6787 

TORREY, Holly 
    579 Woodbury 

Home: Hat1215@aol.com Home: 919-599-1031 

WEAVER, Pat 
    548 Weathersfield 

Home: Weaverwf@gmail.com Home: 845-443-3194 

Changes 

BROOKING, Jim 
    242 Fox Ridge 

Home: jim@jimbrooking.net Home: 919-542-7020 

KRULL, Elizabeth, Steven 
    4112 The Knolls Close 

Elizabeth's Email: elkrull3@gmail.com 
Steven's Email: skrull32@gmail.com 

Elizabeth's Cell: 203-461-2031 
Steven's Cell: 203-461-4185 

LLOYD, Craig 
MORRIS, Mary Baldwin 
    12 West Camden (1114) 

Craig's Email: craig@cwlloyd.com 
Mary Baldwin's Email: mbm@marybaldwin.net 

Craig's Cell: 919-450-6197 
Craig's Business: 919-542-5644 
Mary Baldwin's Cell: 404-388-5085 

LOVELACE, Miles, Nancy 
    12 Speyside Circle 

Miles's Email: nclovelaces@yahoo.com 
Nancy's Email: nmariesl@hotmail.com 

Home: 919-542-7484 
Miles's Cell: 336-264-4179 

mailto:cgar613178@aol.com
http://www.chathamconnecting.org/
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MCLAURIN, Dr Lambert (Pac), Susan 
    349 Weymouth Close 

Pac's Email: pac911@nc.rr.com 
Susan's Email: scsm@nc.rr.com 

Home: 919-533-6931 
Pac's Cell: 828-773-5214 
Susan's Cell: 919-704-1551 

MILLER, Betsy J (Betsy), David S (Smiley) 
    15 East Madison (1054) 

Betsy's Email: betsyjacobsmiller@yahoo.com 
Smiley's Email: dsmiller1942@gmail.com 

Home: 919-903-9417 
Betsy's Cell: 919-360-3776 
Smiley's Cell: 757-303-7062 

STREICH, Gail 
    358 Linden Close 

Gail's Email: strgzr9142@gmail.com Home: 919-533-6818 

   

  

MAY CALENDAR 
 

 
 

 

Friday, May 8 9:30 am Bulls and Bears Investment Club 
(Zoom conference)  

Kay Murphy, 770-988-8400 
 

    

Wednesday, May 27 7:00 pm Fearrington Republican Club  Donna Stewart 919-533-6886 

    
 

 
Submissions to this page must be made separately from article submissions and must include the club name, the 
contact person and phone number, and the day, date, and time of the meeting. All meetings are at the Gathering 
Place, unless otherwise noted. 
 

 

 
 
 

The remaining pages contain the illustrated newsletter supplement, featuring an interview with Farmer Bob Stroud, 
and photographs of the Fearrington livestock. 
 

 
 

 



This edition of the newsletter supplement features an interview with Farmer Bob Strowd, together 

with photographs of livestock that are an iconic feature of the village—the Belties, the goats, the 

donkeys, and others.  It celebrates also the onset of Spring, signaling perhaps a slow but steady 

improvement in the conditions we confront.  As Spring advances the weather improves, and a 

sequence of blossoming trees and bushes—redbuds, azaleas, crabapples, fringe trees, and more—

forecast better times.  The livestock are aware of the seasons too, for Spring is the time when 

newborn kids appear in the village to enchant us all.  

And there is something new this month: a puzzle.  Where in the Village … is designed to test your 

familiarity with the different areas of Fearington.  How well do you know the village where you live? 

NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT, MAY 2020 

Crabapple Blossoms Jack Brinn Fringe Tree Tony Daniels 

       

Redbuds at Fearrington House Eric Muncon Azaleas brighten the mail kiosk  Tony Daniels 
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An Interview with Farmer Bob 

It was a late winter morning when I met with Farmer Bob Strowd to 

talk about his work with the Fearrington livestock.  We stood in the 

feed shed next to the goat pen, which offered little protection against 

the bitter north wind.  The wind did not deter Bob from talking about 

his 22 years working with the animals, and his stories kept me warm.   

His is not an easy job, and there are numerous frustrations, but he 

has obviously enjoyed his time here.  He has a genuine affection for 

the animals, and seems to regard them as members of his extended 

family.  

Bob has lived most of his life with cattle.  His family farmed the area 

adjacent to Fearrington, and in fifth grade he had his first chance to 

show cattle in competition.  He takes pride in 

identifying potential winners, ensuring they are in 

peak condition, and grooming them for show. 

He came to know Robert Flynn, for many years the 

right hand man to R. B. Fitch.  In 1999 Flynn asked 

Bob to take charge of the Fearrington herd of 

Belted Galloways (the Belties).  After taking over, 

Bob has boasted steady success in the show ring: 

three national champion bulls, three national 

champion cow-calf pairs, one reserve national 

champion cow, and two reserve national champion 

cow/calf pairs. 

Belties and Friend Jack Brinn (see LightEtchings.com) 

Feeding Time (1) Gordon Pitz 

Feeding Time (2) 

 

Eric Munson 
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Bulls are not usually considered friendly animals.  Beltie bulls are 

supposedly not aggressive, but I noticed soon after I moved to 

Fearrington that one had a nose ring.  I thought he might be more 

difficult to handle, and asked Bob what the bull had done to deserve 

the ring.  “He’s a show bull”, Bob explained.  To be shown, a bull is 

required to have the nose ring.  Since then I have come to know one 

or two bulls well, and they really can be quite friendly. 

There is, though, one bull in the herd who seems to have a penchant 

for breaking out of his pasture.  He can frighten people in the village 

or hold up traffic on Route 15-501. Bob is less than kindly disposed 

towards him.  

I asked what it is that makes for a champion animal.  Bob described 

in some detail the features he looks for, though without live animals 

to study as he 

spoke the 

description was 

not easy to 

follow.  Then he took me to the pasture across 

from the feed shed and showed me a young 

heifer, number 422.  Her pedigree boasts 

numerous champions, and she is an animal for 

which Bob holds high hopes.  Comparing her 

with others in the pasture, there was an 

unmistakable sturdiness and a stateliness of 

carriage.  At the time of writing, #422 had 

moved to the pasture south of Weathersfield.  

Check her out if you have a chance.  

The other well-known animals in Fearrington, in matching black and white of course, are chickens 

(Columbian Wyandottes) and Belted Goats (Tennessee Fainting Goats). There are also three 

donkeys, not in black and white, whose job is to protect the cattle from predators such as coyotes. 

The fainting goats do not really faint, but 

they have  a genetic muscular disorder called 

myotonia congenita.  When startled or 

frightened, the leg muscles become rigid and 

the goats fall over.  For onlookers this can be 

very amusing.  It’s hard to believe it’s much 

fun for the goats. 

Bob does not worry about breeding prize-

winning goats.  Breeding and showing goats 

requires a different kind of expertise from 

showing cattle.  For example, it is required 

that their capacity for “fainting” be 

demonstrated if they are to appear in the 

show ring.  

Nose Ring Gordon Pitz 

Future champ and mother, with 

admiring relatives 

Gordon Pitz 

Donkey and Cattle in February Fog Eric Munson 
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Any farmer will admit to facing hazards 

over which he has little control.  The 

goats, for example, occupy an enclosure 

where the drainage is not ideal, and that 

leads to constant foot problems that 

must be treated.  Well-meaning visitors 

might overfeed the animals; two 

donkeys had to be assigned to “weight 

control camp” for a while to recover.  

People might also feed them 

inappropriate food; goats cannot 

properly digest grains, for example. 

What of the future?  Bob sees no major 

changes in the operation of the farm, or 

lessening of his involvement in breeding prize winners.  However, some of the pasture will 

disappear as further development occurs south of Weathersfield.  This means the number of cattle 

will diminish. When that happens, Bob plans to become more selective.  He intends to improve the 

quality of the herd even further. 

Gordon Piz  

 

Spring in Fearrington is 

marked not just by the 

blossoms that appear 

in the village.  Late 

April and early May is 

kidding time, the time 

for new-born goats to 

appear.  This year a 

pair of twins appeared 

in early March, a very 

unusual time.  

In discussions of 

Fearrington livestock, 

we should not forget 

the sheep.  The breed 

found in Camden Park 

require little attention, 

and no food.  They too 

are apparently 

sensitive to the 

seasons, and to the 

same threats that 

confront us all. 

  

Autumn Feeding Eric Munson 

 

New Kid on the Block  Gordon Pitz Early Twins Martha Gay Stewart 

Do ewe’s have a fever? Eric Munson Hungry Rutta Schuller 
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The three donkeys are the only animals on the farm that have names – Jasper, Mary Alice, and 

Charlotte (Charlie for short).  Charlotte is the daughter of Mary Alice, and her birth five years ago 

was a major event in the village.  Mary Alice usually occupies the pasture south of Weathersfield.  

Jasper and Charlotte move around, depending on whether or not their diet needs attention. 

 

Where in the Village Is …? 

How well do you know Fearrington Village?  Here is a puzzle we hope will encourage you to explore 

areas that are less familiar to you.  For each of the four photos below, can you identify the location 

shown in the photo, and/or the place from where the photo was taken?  They were all taken from a 

spot on or near public roads, paths, or trails.  

Need a hint?  Each photo above has a number beside it.  Look at the maps at the back of the 2020 

directory, or check the FHA website for maps under “Info”.  The location of the photo is somewhere 

on the map of that number. 

The first three correct solutions submitted to communications@fhaboard.org will win the honorary 

title of Fearrington Savant.  Answers, and names of the winners, will appear next month. 

Young Charlie Tony Daniels Charlie and Jasper at weight camp Tony Daniels 

         Crash Landing (1)                           Nettlebed (3)                              Tranquility (4)                             Cooling Off (6) 

mailto:communications@fhaboard.org


6 
 

Coming Attractions 

The June issue will include a feature on 

the dogs of Fearrington (not forgetting 

their owners).  You are invited to 

submit photos of your favorite canine.  

If you do, feel free to give us a brief 

account of the breed, personality, and 

other attributes that might be of 

interest to readers. 

If space permits, we’ll also include an 

article on plants and wildflowers.  

Again, relevant photos are invited.  For 

later in the year, here are some of the 

other topics we’re considering.  If you 

believe you can tell us something about 

any of these, or have photos that might 

be related, please let us know. 

Fearrington nature trails 

The history of Fearrington 

Cemeteries of Fearrington 

Village wildlife:  Birds, animals, or butterflies 

We will continue to highlight the various Service Groups, and village locations with which people 

are less familiar, and there will be another “Where in the village …?” puzzle.  Let us know if this 

month’s puzzle was too easy—or too hard.  Feel free to suggest other topics that would be of 

interest to readers. 

We are always happy to receive good photographs of attractive locations or interesting subjects.  

Show us your favorite hidden spot, or the place you think few people know about. 

Reminder:  The FHA newsletter is published once a month (excepting August).  In the 

present crisis, important information may change rapidly.  The FHA website features a 

prominent summary of information that might impact the village.  Login is not necessary; 

just go to fearringtonfha.org.  The summary is immediately available when one accesses 

the website, and it is brought up to date any time the information changes.  Please check 

the site regularly. 

 

Cloud Formation over Fearrington Charles Becker 

 

Supplement Editor:  Gordon Pitz, communications@fhaboard.org 

Send photos (with caption, location, and credit) to the above address.  Please send high quality 

files, resized to 1000 pixels on the longest dimension.  If you are not sure how to do that, please 

contact us at the above address. 

With many thanks to Jack Brinn and Tony Daniels for their help and advice, and to all those who 

have been kind enough to provide photos. 

https://www.fearringtonfha.org/
mailto:communications@fhaboard.org

