
History of The Gathering Place 

Most of the current residents of Fearrington Village don’t remember a time when there was not a 
Gathering Place, a community building where we could spend time with our friends and 
neighbors enjoying a dinner together, discussing current events, attending an educational lecture 
or playing bridge.  R.B. Fitch started to develop Fearrington Village in 1975.  From that time 
until 1990, when the Gathering Place was built, residents and groups met in private homes, in 
local churches, at the Pittsboro Library or,  if the weather permitted, on the grounds of the Swim 
and Croquet Club. The Fearrington Homeowners Association Directors, all volunteers, had no 
office and therefore met in the homes of its members. 

In 1989, R. B. Fitch offered to gift a community building to the Fearrington Homeowners 
Association which then consisted of about 499 households.  The residents voted to accept this 
proposal even though they knew there were be an increase of $15 in their FHA dues. R. B 
constructed the 3,000 sq. ft building including the essential infrastructure.  

(This is the original plan but note that in final construction the bathroom arrangement was
changed as well as the cloakroom, the mechanical room and the entry door and windows.)
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The interior furnishings were the responsibility of the FHA and the residents.  Residents painted 
the interior of the building and purchased squares of parquet flooring.  The building was 
dedicated in 1990 with an Ice Cream Social.  The original building included an entry way/foyer, 
a large room, a small conference room, a storage room and restrooms.   Office space and a chair 
closet were added to the building a few years later. 

John Wait, the FHA President, started to call the building the “gathering place.”  R.B. Fitch liked 
the “ring” of it and so “The Gathering Place” became the accepted name.  “I’ve always known 
that at some point in time a meeting hall would be needed because of the active nature of the 
Fearrington community.” R.B. explained.  “With the growth and evolution of the Village, I feel 
that the timing is right now.”

2


