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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   
A w  to warm elcome  our newest residents in Camden Park.        

Joan Ehrenbeck     23 Yancey 
Derrek & Priscilla Shows   25 Yancey  533-6761 
Carol Wetzel     44 Caswell  533-6376 
Robin Williams            17 Caswell 

  Carol O'Loughlin         11 Caswell 
Richard Potter              16 Yancey 
Ruth Wills      16 McDowell 

  Ann Wrigley                  5 McDowell 
  
 *New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.  Contact 

the FHA Office at 542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories. 
 
 
 

 

CAMDEN PARK AUTUMN BRUNCH 
Saturday Oct 22 

10:30 AM 
Yancey Square Gazebo 

All your Brunch favorites from our wonderful Camden cooks 
Mimosas, OJ, coffee (caf & decaf)& breakfast tea 

SERVING: Stratas, breakfast breads & fruit salads 
BRING:  lawn chair, sun hat &  Five dollars($5) cash each (pay on arrival at Gazebo) 

 
For information or to offer a food contribution contact: Penny Thompson, Chair (533-6562); Eileen Linz (East) (533-3301); 
Arleen DeLuca (593-6393) or Jeanne McNeill (542-9859) or Rosalie McBride (West) (533-6237) or June Kunsman (South) 
(542-0364) 
 
It would be most helpful if you would give these ladies a call and let them know that you are coming so that we 
will be sure to have enough Mimosas and drinks for everyone. 
 
The Spring Brunch was a great success and we are looking forward to the Autumn Brunch being even better. 
 
       Penny Thompson 
       Chairman, Social Committee 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  
 

It doesn't seem possible---we now have rain and cooler weather.  However, this was a busy 
summer for the Camden Park Board. 

• Our mail kiosk, the only one in Fearrington not managed by either FHA or Fitch, has been 
refurbished. Thanks to Lisa Stewart, who suggested the need, Derrick Ivey, who helped choose 
the colors and Mike Hecken whose painting skills made it all come together.  One first was the 
use of Skid-No-More, a paint with rubber instead of sand in it, which has improved the safety of 
the floor. 

• Kurt Muller has a piece in this Newsletter about the tree removals this summer. The trees 
removed were sycamore trees, which should never have been planted in our parkways. The 
roots have in the past damaged water pipes and sprinkler systems and now have grown to a size 
that they are uplifting sidewalks. As the trees grow, this will be a continuing problem until they 
are removed. 

• Another continuing problem will be the sidewalks.  Many were ground down this summer. The 
Board previously had grinding done in 2008.  There is only so much that can be ground down 
before a concrete slab has to be replaced as was done on East Madison this time. 

• The railings on the steps in the parkways and the steps themselves are being refurbished.  I 
think you will see a quality improvement this year versus previous efforts.  Fire hydrants are 
also being refurbished to specs supplied by the fire department. 

• Several patches were put into severely damaged areas of our rows.  This damage was mainly 
due to water erosion.  The rows act as drainage areas, which is why they are lower in the 
middle, and which is good but harmful to the asphalt.  All rows will be resealed in 2012. 

• Camden Park has had many resales this summer, including one which took only eight days.  
You may not notice your own maintenance issues but they do affect the appearance of your 
neighborhood where a neighbor may have his/her house on the market.  Please be considerate! 

• Minutes and financial statements for Camden Park which used to be posted in the mail kiosk 
are now located on our website which is part of the FHA website.  Click on Groups, then click 
on Camden Park for this information. 

• The recent survey results are also posted on the website.  Since this was the Board's first survey, 
it is being used as a basis for action by various Committees but the numbers will be more 
meaningful when we do another survey next year to look for trends. 

• Storm sewers were checked by an engineering firm this summer and appear to be in good 
shape. 

• There are many plantings scheduled for this Fall--replacement trees, deer eaten plants and 
material that did not survive the summer drought. The Landscape Committee is also working 
on upgrades to South Camden's common area. 

 
See you at the Brunch,   

         Don Hall 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Save the Date! 
 

The 2011 Camden Park Annual Meeting 
 

November 20th at 6:00 PM at the Gathering Place 
 
 

 
RECYCLING UPDATE 
  
It has been called to the Board's attention that not all Camden Park residents are heeding the 
recycling info found on page 20 of the FHA Handbook and Directory. Styrofoam is NOT recyclable! 
Please put it in the garbage on Tuesday or Friday.  Plastic bags and plastic bubble wrap are also not 
recyclable and should be garbaged if you choose not to consider other alternatives for disposal noted 
on page 20. Your consideration will be appreciated by First Choice.  
 
 
STREETS, UTILITIES AND FACILITIES
 
Due to sidewalk safety concerns some uneven sidewalk edges have been ground off.  This work is 
approximately 75% complete and will be finished by the end of September. While this does create 
some color mismatch, the same would be true with replacing entire sections and this is much more cost 
efficient. In addition, the wrought iron hand rails on some streets have been repainted and reinforced.  
Finally, all of the repaving work for 2011 is complete and the gazebos have been treated for termites. 
Thank you all for your patience and support. 
       Jay Simmons, Chairman 
       Streets, Utilities & Facilities 
 
 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW & COVENANT CONCERNS 
 
I have noticed several things while walking through Camden Park - including the alleys. 
Cobwebbed entries and chimneys; fences needing painting; house numbers not visible; and 
weed filled gardens. All of these things are easy fixes and can be done before the weather turns cold. 
If your house and/or garage numbers are covered by greenery, get new numbers if you don't want to 
disfigure the "specimen" plant.  
  
The 'kudo of the month' is the beautiful gate at 8 McDowell. 
   
I am seeking a nominee for the Landscape Chair on the CP Board. Suggestions? Opinions? 
 
       Anne Henkels, Chair 

Architectural Review & Covenant Concerns 
 
 



LANDSCAPING AND GROUNDS  
 
Nine large Sycamore trees have been removed and stumps ground.  The roots from the trees were 
lifting and cracking the sidewalks.  Some of these trees were dying due to lack of root growth area.  
This Fall Okame Cherry Trees will replace the Sycamores. The sidewalks are being repaired. 
 
During the second week of September, Valley Crest will be aerating and over-seeding the lawns with 
fall fescue.  At the same time fertilization will be applied. They will not be mowing for two to three 
weeks after the seeding. 
 
Valley Crest is a National Company.  They have a large cadre of technical experts throughout the U.S.  
Patrick Gregg is located in Charlotte.  They continually send information to area managers and 
account managers such as our Adam Boyette.  I am attaching a copy of Patrick Gregg’s latest 
information on weed control as it applied to our area during this past difficult summer, and the effect 
on turf.  I know you will find this interesting. 
 

Kurt Muller, Chairman 
       Landscaping Mgt. & Review  
 
FROM VALLEYCREST 
 

Breakdown of Pre-emergence Weed Control in Lawns is Happening Now! 
 

Those of you who have lived and worked in central North Carolina for several years know by 
now that August is the month when we typically begin to see pre-emergence weed control barriers 
break down in tall fescue lawns.  Pre-emergence weed control programs are developed with specific 
products, application rates and timing in mind to best control problematic annual weeds such as 
crabgrass and spurge from spring through mid-summer.    

Why wouldn’t we want to extend control with pre-emergence products from mid-summer into 
the fall?  Well, because of the fact that we over-seed tall fescue lawns every September-October to 
replenish populations that are lost to summer stresses (heat, drought, disease and insect pests, etc).  In 
order for this over-seeding to be successful, the pre-emergence weed control products have to be 
dissipated in soil by September so they do not interfere with tall fescue seed germination.  
The rates and timing of our springtime pre-emergence weed control programs are based on 
compilation of data and recommendations from turf grass research universities like NC State.  
However, as seen in recent years, we have encountered extreme weather patterns that skew the 
effectiveness of such tried and true programs to some degree.  For instance, this year’s cool and wet 
spring followed by an intensely hot and dry summer has been the perfect storm for accelerated pre-
emergence weed control barrier breakdown.  Despite applying split rates of the best products at the 
appropriate times in an approach that in normal conditions would last through August - such a 
program this year dissipated in late July and hence more weed breakthrough was noticed in August.  
This doesn’t mean we didn’t do things right. It simply highlights the role that Mother Nature plays in 
determining how pest control products perform in Her environment.    

ValleyCrest has proactively reacted to the changing environment by treating weed 
breakthroughs in August to provide as clean a palate as possible before aeration and over-seeding 
begins in September.  Many days we have been limited in the amount of spraying that can be done 
when temperatures exceed 90ºF, as products volatilize and drift at such high temps and cause off-
target injury.  Turf is also stressed at such high temperatures and should not be applied with weed 
control products when under stress.    

Eliminating unwanted competition from crabgrass and other weeds greatly benefits 
germinating tall fescue seedlings and their utilization of applied fertilizer and water during the 
establishment phase.  Neither of the two products we are using during August to clean up weed 
populations (Tenacity and Drive) have negative impacts on germinating seed.  Upon commencement of 



aeration and over-seeding in September, we will also fertilize heavily at this time and follow-up with 
another fertilization in November.  Irrigation management during the fall months is critical for 
ensuring successful establishment of new grass stands.  Post emergence weed control with Drive or 
Tenacity (neither of which will damage new seedlings) will be important for ensuring the least amount 
of unwanted competition as grass stands mature.  These are all important management practices to 
ensuring our customers’ tall fescue lawns are brought back into acceptable shape before the end of the 
calendar year, despite the numerous stresses faced this summer.  
 

Patrick Gregg, M.S. 
Director of Technical Services 
ValleyCrest Companies  

 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT
 
Based on recent input from Asphalt Enterprises (AE), our longstanding partner in road maintenance, 
the following multi-year projection of Camden Park's reserve position has been prepared, dealing with 
the roads (and storm sewer appendages) for which the Camden Park HOA is responsible.  Our 
current estimate is that the maintenance and repairs for all other matters -- sidewalks, common area 
trees, the gazebos, the mail kiosk -- are very adequately covered by our annual spending line items.   
 
For purposes of this projection, ongoing spending on the roads -- that is, periodic resurfacing -- has 
been combined with the build-up of the reserve to 2020 and its spend-down from 2020 to 2050 for 
replacement ("overlay").   Even after the spend-down has been completed, reserves are projected to be 
almost $300,000, which is a substantial starting point for the next fifteen to twenty year cycle.  It also 
can be reported that, as of now, the storm sewers for which the HOA is responsible show no signs of 
needing serious remedial work before the major road work in 2020-2025. 
  
These projections are in today's dollars, and they will have to be updated from time to time based on 
new estimates from AE and possibly others.  Our HOA assessment level will have to be adjusted to 
reflect what we anticipate in the way of price increases from our providers and the input prices 
affecting the projected road work.  In addition, there are unknowns, including "known unknowns" 
such as another hurricane Fran inflicting damage on trees, gazebos and the like that could affect these 
projections.  But, as of now, we seem to have a sufficient cushion to handle such contingencies, 
particularly in the second half of this decade.   
  

Reserve Funds EoY 2010 $165,000
Operating Funds EoY 2010 44,000
Projected increase for 2011 43,000
     Projected reserves EoY 2011 252,000
  

Projected increase in reserves during 2012-19 344,000

Projected spending on resealing 2011-19 84,000
     Projected reserves EoY 2019 512,000
  
Projected spending on overlay 2020-25 445,000

Projected increase in reserves during 2020-25 215,000
Projected reserves EoY 2025  282,000

David Lindeman, Treasurer 
Editors:  Barbara & Jim Terry 


