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 WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   

A warm welcome to our newest homeowners in Camden Park.  
 

Kim & Mimzi Mason     26 W. Madison 

  
 *New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.   
  Contact the FHA Office at 542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories. 
 

Letter from the President 
  
In my last letter I indicated the seriousness of maintaining property values in Camden Park 
and that the Board considers this to be its primary responsibility. On an informal basis we 
have worked with many property owners this summer to improve the landscaping of their 
yards. As you will note in the Landscaping Committee report we have now formalized the 
procedure for enforcing the covenant regarding yard appearance. Soon individual letters 
will be sent out to specific residents citing problem areas on their property. We are 
assuming, based on this summer's experience, that we will receive cooperation from most 
owners. Non-compliance will result in the hiring of outside vendors who will weed, mulch 
and perform necessary maintenance at the owner's expense. The Board has already done 
this for one property this summer where there was a rat infestation and is prepared to 
move forward, if necessary, on any non-compliant properties.  
  
There will be spraying for tent caterpillars eating the oak tree leaves, especially in East 
Camden. 
 
As the tree roots grow, they affect side walks and water mains.  These, of course, are major 
budget items and are currently being addressed in budget planning for next year. Sidewalk 
repairs in 2008 cost about $8000. 
 
I want to personally welcome our new officers to the Board.  They are filling out terms that 
expire on 12/31/08 and I appreciate their willingness to serve as we plan ahead for 2009. 
 
        Don Hall 
 
CAMDEN PARK BOARD CHANGES 
 
Don Hall, President, announces the following Board positions to fill those vacated mid-
year: Gary Zech, Vice President, Sue Clark, Secretary, Diane Taylor, Social Chair.   
  
Many thanks to the Nominating Committee, chaired by Sue Clark, for their diligence in 
assisting the Board to fill the prior vacancies. 
 



 
 
 
FROM THE CAMDEN PARK BOARD 
 
HRW Closing Fees 
 
The Board wishes to inform all Camden Park homeowners that the buyers of resale homes 
in our community may be required to pay certain fees to HRW at real estate closings. 
While the information in this memo is directed primarily to buyers, sellers of homes should 
give this to their listing agents. The issue of these fees was the subject of a recent inquiry 
sent to the Board by a new resident/homeowner. The inquiry was forwarded to our HRW 
Manager for reply because the present Board had no previous experience with the fees 
and the process associated with them.  
 
Subsequent to the HRW Manager's reply we received follow-up comments and questions 
from the homeowner. To ensure that the homeowner would be provided with the best 
possible reply and to inform the Board about the fees and the process, President Don Hall 
invited Mr. John Lawton, President of HRW, to speak about the closing fees at the August 
Board meeting.  
 
At the meeting, Mr. Lawton reminded us that fees are noted but not fully explained in the 
HRW/Camden Park, Inc. Management Agreement. He also reminded us that detailed 
information regarding the menu of services associated with the fees may be found on the 
HRW website.  
 
Mr. Lawton explained that a range of costs may be incurred depending upon the nature of 
the services perceived to be needed by the attorney handling the real estate closing. These 
may include the following: processing fee, expedite fee, delivery fee, convenience fee, as well 
as the Resale Disclosure Package with Covenant Compliance Inspection (CCI) that 
contains requests for Certificates of Assessment, etc.  
 
He further explained that in order to avoid incurring extra costs, a buyer should discuss 
with the attorney, the potential costs of services recommended (by the attorney).   
 
 
STREETS, FACILITIES & UTILITIES  
  
Steps Construction 
 
Steps are being constructed on the steep banks on common property in the blocks of 3, 5, 7 
McDowell, 9, 11, 13 McDowell Square, and 9, 11, 13 Yancey Square.  The Camden Park 
Board of Directors approved this work following studies of potential injury to residents, 
legal review of potential liability, and cost estimates. 

 
 Larry Owen   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CAMDEN PARK  –   FALL BRUNCH 
  

AT YANCEY SQUARE GAZEBO 
  

No Reservation                                    Pay @ Party 
Saturday, Oct. 4TH                        $5.00 cash each 
Rain Date – Oct 5TH same time               11:30 AM  
   
Please Bring:    A Lawn Chair & Your Own Tea Bag 

 
  

Stratas, Breakfast Breads, Fruit Salad, Coffee (reg. & decaf), OJ, 
Mimosas and hot water for tea will be served 

  
 

Sandy Gapin 542-3076, Nancy Skurnick 542-7311, Diane Taylor 542-
7133 or Sue Clark 545-0864 will be happy to answer your questions 

 
 

The Social Committee is ready to begin recruiting cooks and bakers for the 
Camden Fall Brunch.  Sue Clark will take your calls if you would like to 
volunteer for a breakfast casserole of your choosing, homemade bread or a 
fruit salad.  We look forward to helping Diane Taylor, Social Chairman, as 
she comes onto the Board and giving her a warm welcome at our Fall 
Brunch.  Watch for your invitations – the rain date will be October 5th. 

 
Sue Clark  

LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS    
 

Covenant Compliance:  
 
Even in this period of little rain and lots of heat your Landscape Committee has been 
making an effort to communicate with residents about compliance with the covenants. 
Many homeowners have taken our gentle approach to heart and made efforts to tidy their 
gardens and we thank you.  
 
However, there are still many owners who will be receiving individual letters later this 
month outlining the areas of concern that have to be corrected. If the corrections are not 
completed within a forty-day period from the date of the letter an outside contractor will 
be retained and its services billed directly to the home owner. 
 
Pruning:  
           
Adam Boyett, our account manager from Valley Crest, is working on a “standard for all 
pruning” so that residents will have a reference for their gardens as well as a time table for 
the work.    
 
 
 



Tree Care: 
 
We are continuing the overall Tree Care Program which includes the tree collar work and 
a major tree pruning program under the direction of Bartlett Tree Company.  Bryan 
Lowrance, our consultant, stresses that water is a big factor in maintaining tree health.  
Please water the trees in the curb scape around you home.  The lasting effects of drought 
are really beginning to take a toll on our trees. 
 
Please report any sightings of tent caterpillars to your Landscape committee. Some of these 
beasties have been spotted in "your" curb scape trees. Thanks for your help! 
 
Please contact our committee, Bob Goetz and Pat Donaldson, if you have any questions.  
We are here to help you enjoy your garden.  We hope to have a lovely fall.   
 

Marcia Gest, Landscape Chair 
 

Architectural Review  
 

Update on smoke detectors: 
Last month's newsletter featured an important safety tip calling for replacing smoke 
detector batteries every two years on a schedule. This is a good idea and highly 
recommended - for smoke detectors that have batteries. 
 
The detectors installed in new houses today are connected to the house wiring AND have a 
back-up battery, in case power is out in the house. As the article said, if you look up at the 
detector and see a little door, that's the battery compartment. And of course you can buy 
smoke detectors that operate ONLY on battery power and aren't connected to the house 
wiring. Both types should have regular battery checks and replacement. Cleaning (i.e., 
dusting) the detectors regularly is also a good idea. 
 
Many of our older houses have permanently mounted smoke detectors that are connected 
to the house electrical wiring only and don't use batteries. For these it's a good idea to test 
them periodically. If you look up at the smoke detector you will see a little test button. 
Pressing and holding this for a few seconds should cause the detector to beep.  
 
The other thing about the electrically wired only detectors in our older homes is that there 
usually are not very many of them. In many cases there are only two - one in the master 
bedroom and one in the upstairs hallway. For a house being built today, the requirement is 
one in every bedroom plus one in the hallway outside each bedroom. To be extra safe, 
consider buying a few battery operated smoke detectors. They are relatively inexpensive 
and easy to install. 
 
We thank Ray Albers for this information.  
 
Rain Barrels 
One last reminder to those of you who have installed rain barrels but have not submitted 
the form: In the spirit of community cooperation PLEASE complete the form (available at 
the HRW office in the Gathering Place) and return it to the HRW office.  
 
Architectural Changes 
Remember that any changes you are considering require review and approval.  Application 
forms are available at the HRW office.    

  Shirley Sennhauser 
    

 
Editors:        Barbara & Jim Terry    


