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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   
A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park.        

 Matt & Phyllis Alexander    17 E. Camden 
Christian & Ashley Batcheller   43 Caswell 
Susie Pela      26 Caswell 
John Schumate & Caroline Taylor   18 W. Madison 
Peter & Mary Thormann    35 Caswell 
Peter & Libby Wilkie      8 McDowell  
  

 *New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.  Contact the 
FHA Office at 542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories. 
 
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  
      Mark your calendars now for Nov. 21st at 6 PM!! This will be the Annual Meeting of Camden Park residents. 
It will be your opportunity to thank four retiring Board Members for their outstanding service. Three of these 
neighbors have served over 2 years on the Board. As their Annual Reports will indicate, this has been a busy year. 
The new Directors, who you will elect at the Meeting, will be the first recipients of our Director's Handbook. This 
project has recently been submitted to the Board by Ken Mason and his hard working committee and involved all 
members of the Board. The Handbook has Job Descriptions and Duties for each officer and past policies which 
affect each position are enumerated. While the Handbook will be updated many times in the future, no new 
Director will be asked to "reinvent the wheel" nor be unaware of past precedents. Sue Clark has provided an 
excellent monthly Board Calendar for this book so no one will have to ask "What's next?". 
  
      I will be presenting the Treasurer's report this year and along with your ballot for the Meeting you will receive 
a Preliminary Budget for 2011. After year-end figures for 2010 are in, the Final Budget is voted on by the Board in 
January. The Reserve Fund will be discussed and Gary Zech will present updated information about future 
funding needs. The original projections from the Reserve Study of 2007 needed to be reviewed since the Board 
made a major investment in the streets in 2008 and has done preventative maintenance in 2009 and 2010. The 2007 
Reserve Study prompted members in Nov. 2007 to vote an $8 monthly increase in CPI dues beginning in Jan. 
2008 to add funds to the Reserve Fund. This amounts to a $22,000 annual contribution to the Fund. In addition, 
any amount that Revenues exceed  Expenses is also added after a $35,000 operating cash balance is maintained. 
This year that amount should be about $25,000. Some years it is less than that. The Board voted to make the Goal 
for the Fund $400,000 at its October Meeting. It is estimated that this amount should cover the estimated capital 
needs in current dollars for the next 12-15 years. 
   
      It was noted at the most recent FHA President's Council meeting that the deer have been increasingly eating 
away in Fearrington. The damage to plants in Camden Park common areas has been unprecedented. Valley Crest 
is working to replace these plants with "deer-proof" plants, but the appetites of the deer seem to be constantly 
changing. As more areas of Fearrington are developed, more land for the deer is lost and Camden Park plants look 
more delicious. Be aware of this as you select plants for your own yard. 
  
     See you on the 21st!! Remember there is no conflict with the FHA meeting this year! 
 
            Don Hall 

 



 
 

ATTENTION RENTERS 
 
Those of you who rent in Camden Park will not receive an Annual Meeting packet but you are more than 
welcome at the meeting.  The Homeowners are sent their packets so they are able to vote for new Board 
members.   

Sue Clark, Secretary 
 
 
THANKS FROM SUE 
 

Dear Neighbors, 
 
THANK YOU to all who have been wonderful encouragers, mentors, volunteers and willing committee 
members over the years with me.  Each one so welcomed at the time of need or help. 
 
We have a great neighborhood with a wonderful reputation of being well kept with excellent resale 
values which takes accountability and great cooperation. 
 
Being on the Board familiarizes you with the cost and time it requires to maintain Camden Park.  You 
meet great neighbors who served before you and will serve with you and others you know will be great to 
serve in the future after you.  You are gladly mentored.  You drive through the neighborhood with a new 
appreciation and awareness. 
 
So again, thank you for the privilege of serving you during these past years. 
 

Most sincerely, 
Sue Clark 

 
 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 
Thank you to all the wonderful Camden Park chefs for providing a truly spectacular display of beautiful and 
delicious dishes for our Fall Brunch - we even added another table to handle the bounty!  And, thank you to 
all the residents who came on what was a crisp, clear, gorgeous fall day.  We had a great time eating and 
visiting with old and new residents of Camden Park. 
  
We are lucky to live in such a special place. 
 

Diane Taylor, Chairman 
 Social Committee 

 
 

STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES 
 

The improvements to the Camden Park Kiosk are now essentially complete.  

With cooperation from Fitch Creations and two of our contractors the concrete entrance to the Kiosk has 
been widened, a concrete ramp for handicap access from the parking area surface has been installed, a blue 
handicap no-parking logo was painted on the handicap spot, the asphalt parking areas in front of the Kiosk 
were resealed, a brick walk along the left hand curb area was installed and an additional drain pipe was 
installed to help remove water that collects during heavy rains. 
 
         Gary Zech, Chairman 
         Streets, Utilities & Facilities 
 
 
 



 
 
ARCHITECTURAL AND COVENANT COMPLIANCE 
 
A reminder to residents that they are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of their homes, gardens, 
and fences/walls. See Section 10, Article IX of the Covenant and Use Restrictions which can be found in the 
Welcome Book. All residents were given one (a Welcome Book) when they moved here. 
   
Kudos to Lisa Stewart for once again organizing the 'emergency light' project. 
  
Guidelines have been worked out for the installation of 'whole house solar panels'. They will be included in 
the Welcome Book updated pages to be given out at year's end. 
  
Permission was granted for a hardscape renovation for a South Camden home. No projects are on the 
horizon at this time. 
  
Let us all enjoy these wonderful cool days and crisp evenings. It almost seems as if we have earned them 
after the past summer. Sandy and I continue our walks - much more pleasant now - and marvel at the varied 
and lovely gardens in Camden Park.  
 
   Anne Henkels, Chairman, Architectural Review & Covenant Concerns Committee 

27 East Madison, 1066 Fearrington Post, henkelsmail@yahoo.com   
 
 
 
LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS  
 
Tree Maintenance 
 
We in Camden are fortunate to have a wealth and variety of trees.  However, trees must be maintained 
properly for health, proper growth, and disease prevention.  Maintaining our Camden Forest is important.  
Replacing trees is extremely costly.  Bartlett Tree Experts are the folks who maintain our trees by pruning 
and spraying for worms, blight, and scale.  Bryan Lowrance, an arborist and graduate of N.C. State School 
of Forestry, is the manager looking after our forest. There is a constant walk-through the area to detect 
problems early before they become costly to treat. Taking care of trees on a regular basis is cost effective.   
 
Many homeowners have trees, some of which are small and need proper maintenance for Winter to thrive in 
the Spring.  Listed below are the "critical six" things to do for your trees this Winter.  
 

1. Add a thin layer of composted organic mulch to blanket the soil surface. Mulch protects and 
conserves. 

2. Properly wrap new trees that have not developed a corky bark and could easily be damaged. 
3. Remove or correct clearly visible structural faults and dead wood. Try to make small pruning cuts 

that minimize the exposure of the central heartwood core on branches. 
4. Perform limited greenwood pruning of declining and poorly placed branches. Pruning should 

conserve as many living branches as possible, with only a few selective cuts. 
5. Fertilize with elements needed in small quantities. Essential elements added over a mulch layer will 

help provide a healthy soil environment for root growth. 
6. Water when soils and trees are cool but not frozen and when there has been little precipitation. 

Winter droughts need treatment with water the same as summer droughts. 
 
 
 

Kurt Muller, Chairman 
         Landscaping Mgt. & Review  
 

mailto:henkelsmail@yahoo.com


Information From ValleyCrest 
• Aerating and over seeding 
• Leaf removal 
• Rejuvenation pruning update 
• Turf varieties – Bermuda vs. Fescue 

 
Aerating and over seeding has been delayed due to the weather. With the abnormally dry conditions in 
September we would not have been able to pull adequate soil plugs with the aerator to receive a good 
germination rate. Camden Park is scheduled for aeration and over seeding during the week of October 25th. 
 
Leaf Removal: Fall is here and with it comes the leaves! We have already started removing leaves in a couple 
of areas. Once the leaves really begin to fall, usually the first part of November, we’ll be onsite with a truck 
and leaf vacuum to empty out your yards and beds. This process usually takes 8-10 weeks to complete and is 
entirely dependent on the trees and weather so bring on the wind and rain! 
 
Rejuvenation Pruning: I have received requests from a handful of homeowners who are interested in 
rejuvenation pruning of their shrubs. As a reminder, this is still being offered as we are coming into the time 
of year when we would perform this service. Since this is an extra service beyond the regular pruning 
schedule there is an additional charge that will be the responsibility of each homeowner requesting the 
service.  Anyone interested should call Keli Autry with HRW to be added to the list. 
 
Bermuda vs. Fescue: Camden Park has two different types of turf grass that homeowners work with in their 
landscapes. Below is a short comparison of the two and how they can coexist in the landscape: 
 
Bermuda grass, or Wiregrass, is a warm season grass (active during the summer) that, in recent years, has 
gained popularity with homeowners because of its ‘low maintenance’ qualities. Bermuda, unlike Fescue, does 
very well in hot, dry locations.  It will require less fertilizer and, once established, will not need reseeding due 
to its dense, spreading growth habit. Bermuda is evident throughout Camden Park and is thriving.  In these 
lush areas it is recommended to let the Bermuda take over and fill in allowing these areas to have 
consistently clean, weed free turf. 
 
Fescue, on the other hand, is a cool season grass (active during the spring and fall) that is the predominant 
turf grass in our area. Many enjoy Fescue for its soft texture, dark green color and ability to stay green for 
much of the year. Fescue does require reseeding in the fall as it doesn’t have the capacity to spread like 
Bermuda. For the North Carolina summers, Fescue doesn’t do as well in full sun, un-irrigated areas, yet will 
persist in cooler shady areas, like those between the houses. It is recommended to allow the Fescue to 
continue to thrive in between houses or on irrigated lawns. 
 

Adam Boyette 
Account Manager 
ValleyCrest Landscape Maintenance 

 

 
ANNUAL PRUNING & MULCHING REQUEST FORM 

 

All Homeowners are asked to complete the Pruning & Mulching request form 
annually.  You have received the form as a separate page with this newsletter.   
Please return the form to the addresses listed on the form by December 10, 2010. 
 

Please note that the “Rejuvenation Pruning” discussed by Adam Boyette above is in 
addition to the pruning included on this form.   
 

Direct questions concerning Rejuvenation Pruning to:  
Kelly Autry at HRW, (919)787-9000 ex 8043 or Kautry@HRW.net . 
 

 
Editors:        Barbara & Jim Terry  

mailto:Kautry@HRW.net


 

PRUNING AND MULCHING REQUESTS FOR 2011 
FOR ALL CAMDEN PARK RESIDENTS 

 
Please circle your choices below, and fill out your name and street address.  
  
For residents of West Camden, please return the form to 46 Caswell. 
 
For residents of East and South Camden, please return the form to 36 McDowell. 
 

ALL PRUNE    ALL MULCH 
 
NO PRUNE    NO MULCH 

 
 
Name: 

 
Street Address: 

 
Please direct your questions to:  Kurt Muller,  

Phone: 545-0609 or krmul@embarqmail.com  
 
 
Deadline for returning your form is December 10, 2010 
 
 
Note:  Owners are responsible for keeping their own shrubs and/or trees 
pruned in a timely manner if you choose not to have the contracted 
landscaper perform this service. 
 

mailto:krmul@embarqmail.com
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