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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   
A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Henri & Marie Deschamps     16 Caswell 
Ricka Samulski             6 Macon 
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Those of you who have read the minutes of the August Camden Park Board meeting learned that the past 

two months have been busy for the Board. Some planned projects have been delayed because of  the rainy 
weather but will be finished this year. The June wind and rain storm caused major tree damage but all trees 
will be replaced this Fall. The storm also caused damage to the Yancey Park gazebo roof which will be replaced 
in September. 

The storm damage to our trees only highlighted how valuable trees are to Camden Park. In early 2008, it 
was discovered that in previous years too much mulch had been applied to the base of the trees in the 
parkways. Several inches of mulch were removed from each base and very little mulch is spread at the base of 
the trees now. A recent article in the N&O was titled “Too Much Mulch”, but Camden Park was 5 years ahead 
of that advice. Another action the Board initiated was to have two prunings a year by Bartlett Tree – the first 
in January, is designed to shape the trees and cut away excess branches in order to have healthier trees. The 
second annual pruning, which was just completed recently, checks on the health of our trees, prunes branches 
away from houses and removes dead and diseased branches. For example, foliage had prevented Bartlett from 
seeing that a maple tree had split during the June storm. Since it was not severe, stakes will be installed to save 
the tree.  

A plan that the Board instituted last year was to have an 8-10 year program to remove all sycamore trees 
from Camden Park. A fast growing tree that should never have been planted, the sycamore is a cause of 
sidewalk damage. The sycamores are being replaced with either Okeme cherry trees or Sun Valley maples. A 
new test will be underway in September and October in an effort to save the willow oak trees along both 
Camden roads. The canopy that is provided by the Fitch side and the Camden side of the roads is a trademark 
for Camden Park. But willow oaks also have widespread root systems and do extensive damage to  sidewalks. 
On the East Camden side of 2 Yancey 4 slabs of raised concrete will be removed, the exposed root systems will 
be shaved and the concrete will be replaced by brick sidewalks which can be redone if necessary in the future. 
This is a test and hopefully will provide the Board with a future direction on trees vs. sidewalks.  

The 5 member Board is working well this year and the Nominating Committee is currently interviewing 
candidates for 3 open positions on next year’s Board. The Board approved the 2014 monthly dues based on the 
CPI formula stated in the covenants. The new rate will be $175 monthly, or $2100 annually. Hopefully the 
Reserve Fund will grow substantially next year since, with the added expenses this year, the 2013 planned 
increase will not be achieved.  

Mark your calendars for the Fall Brunch in Yancey Park on Sat. Oct 12th and the Annual Meeting 
on Sun. Nov. 17th at 4PM at the Gathering Place. 

 
See you there,  
 

Don Hall 
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STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Parking on East and West Camden. On the Jennie Fitch Park side of East and West Camden roads there 

are walking/bike lanes as designated by the white lines. It is illegal to park cars in these lanes. Not only does 
such parking block the lanes, but also the parked car encroaches in the driving lanes. The Chatham County 
Sheriff's Office, after appropriate warning, will tow such illegally parked cars. Your cooperation in this matter 
will be greatly appreciated. 

New signs for Camden Rows.  In a few weeks the new signs will be installed at the entrances of the Rows. 
The old signs will be replaced.  Rows where they have either disappeared or never existed will also be signed.  
The new signs will be made of painted aluminum on solid aluminum posts.  They are to be 12"X18" with a 
height of 24".  They will be dark Green with white or light colored lettering.  The wording will be 
"RESIDENTS ONLY" above and ''NAME OF THE ROW' below.  This change should be of assistance to those 
who need access for deliveries, and other purposes, especially to those homes that do not have a street in front of 
them.  

Plans to replace the street lights are in progress. Duke Progress Energy is placing an order for them. 
Fireplug painting by the FHA continues. 

Mail Kiosk. New mailbox numbers are in place.  The parking signs outside are back up on galvanized U-
channel steel posts.  We think they will stay longer than wood.  Thanks to Mike Milewski the US Postal Service 
had a maintenance man address lock problems on the large package boxes. 

      Larry Owen, Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 
Mail Kiosk Rules 
Please observe the rules for posting notices in the mail kiosk. The rules for posting may be found in the 
FHA Board handbook on the FHA website. Camden Park Board members monitor the board in our kiosk 
and there should be no reason for individual residents to remove notices unless they have the responsibility 
for removing a dated notice. Please be considerate of those who have posted notices which meet the rules.  

 
CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  

Please note that changes or additions to your roof need prior approval from the Camden Park 
Architectural Review Committee. In addition to getting approval for replacement roof shingles the following 
changes also require the completion of a request form: 

• Adding solar attic fans (only low profile solar attic fans will be approved) 
• Adding skylights or solar tubes 
• Solar panels (pertains to location of panels) 
• Satellite dishes (pertains to location of dish) 

When you moved to Camden Park you received a white "Welcome to Camden Park" notebook. In 
Appendix C of that notebook is the Architectural General Information and the Application for Approval Form 
itself.  Both of those pages clearly describe the external changes which need approval. Appendix C-2 describes 
the policy regarding replacement roofs and additions to roofs. 

Appendix C also describes the kind of external changes that require a written application and notice to 
your neighbors, as documented by their signatures.  

The application forms and covenants are also on the Fearrington Homeowners Association website. You 
have to go on the site, obtain a password, click on groups and find “Camden Park” to access the forms and 
requirements. We ask that you read those covenants and understand the review process. 

When you complete an application form you may place it in the basket on the front porch at 12 McDowell 
or scan it and email it to Lane Cooke, the Chair of the CP Architectural Committee at 
<lgcooke@email.unc.edu>. Both addresses are on the approval form.  

Thank you for your respect for the architectural review process! 
 

Lane Cooke, Chair 
Camden Park Architectural Review Committee 
 



 
FALL BRUNCH 

 

10:30 AM Saturday, October 12, 2013
Yancey Square Gazebo 

East Camden 
 

All your Brunch favorites from some wonderful Camden cooks! 
Menu will include mimosas, orange juice, coffee and tea, breakfast casseroles  

and breads, fruit, and whatever fabulous dishes you wish to share. 
 

$5 each (pay on arrival at the Gazebo) 
BRING your lawn chair 

 

         For information or to offer a food contribution contact: 
Sharon Fox White, chair (828-302-9022) 

 Eileen Linz (East) (533-3301) 
 Jana Parker (533-6957) or Leigh Walker (533-6947) (West) 

June Kunsman (South) (542-0364) 
 

 

LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS
The third pruning and the last for this year will start on September 23rd.  Please be sure that you have 

ribbons on the shrubs you do not want pruned.  Tie a one foot long ribbon on an outside branch.  If you selected 
no pruning at the start of the year, this does not apply to you. 

Aerating of the grass area will be done during the second week of September, followed immediately by 
seeding and fertilizing.  A second fertilizing will be done on the second week of November. 

During the third week in October, we will be replacing trees that were either damaged by the June 
storm or removed by Bartlett Tree experts due to disease, such as poplars and sycamores. The replacements 
will be maple and cherry trees.  
              Kurt Muller, Chair Landscape & Grounds Committee 

Sprinkler Heads
Several years ago, the Landscaping Committee asked all residents who have sprinkler heads adjacent to a 
sidewalk to mark with white paint an area about the size of a quarter on the sidewalk next to the head.  
PLEASE DO THAT AGAIN THIS YEAR!! No sprinkler heads in only grassy areas need be marked. This 
will help those persons operating the aerating machines avoid the heads. Aerating will begin the 2nd week 
of September.  

 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

A few residents have expressed interest in being nominated to stand for election to the Board of 
Directors of Camden Park, Inc. for two year terms.  There are three positions to be filled.  The two year terms 
are for the 2014 & 2015 years.  Any resident interested in serving should contact the Committee Chair, Larry 
Owen, by September 11.  The election to the Board of Directors will take place at the Annual Meeting in 
November. 

Larry Owen, Chair, Nominations Committee 

 

 

The Camden Park Annual Meeting will be November 17th at 4PM in the Gathering Place. 
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5 DEAD RATS IN EAST CAMDEN 
  
Thanks to a vigilante committee who read the last Camden Park Newsletter, there are now 5 
less rats in E. Camden. Again I want to remind the community that rats and squirrels are 
attracted to dropped bird seed. If black oil sunflower seeds or millet are used, the droppings 
from the husks from the sunflower seeds or the millet which is found in inexpensive seed mixes, 
and which birds don’t like, do attract unwanted creatures.  

Don Hall 
 

M VALLEYCREST 
Fall Season and Your Landscape 

Pre-emergence Weed Control in Tall Fescue – It’s Time for It to Go Away 
July and August are typically the months when we begin to see pre-emergence weed control barriers 

k down in lawns in the Carolinas.  Pre-emergence weed control programs are developed with specific 
ucts, application rates and timing in mind to best control problematic annual weeds such as crabgrass and 
ge from spring through late summer.   

Why wouldn’t we want to extend control with pre-emergence products into the fall?  Well, because of 
act that we over-seed tall fescue lawns every September-October to replenish populations that are lost to 
mer stresses (heat, drought, disease and insect pests, etc).  In order for this over-seeding to be successful, the 
emergence weed control products have to be dissipated by microbes in soil by September so they do not 
fere with tall fescue seed germination. 

The rates and timing of our springtime pre-emergence weed control programs are based on years of 
 experience in combination with recommendations from leading turfgrass research universities.  However, 
en in recent years, we have encountered extreme weather patterns that sometime skew the effectiveness of 
 tried and true programs to some degree.   

This has been one of the wettest years in recent record for much of the Carolinas…..completely opposite 
 2012.  Landscapes have had little opportunity to dry down.  Consistent rainfall and high humidity has 

lted in rather steady breakdown of pre-emergence barriers and a recent spike in weed incidence.  
grass and spurge are finally rearing their ugly heads.  Tall fescue diseases, including brown patch, gray 

spot and pythium, have been rampant this year due to the increased moisture.   
When it’s not been raining, ValleyCrest has reacted to the changing environment by spot spraying weed 

kthroughs in recent weeks before aeration and over-seeding begins in September.  Most days this time of 
 we are limited in the amount of time per day that we can treat post-emergently because when temperatures 
ed 90°F, products can volatilize and drift to off-target areas.  Turf is also usually stressed at such high 
s and should not be treated with weed control products when under stress.   

Upon commencement of aeration and over-seeding in September, we will also fertilize and follow-up 
 another fertilization in late fall.  Irrigation management, where applicable, during the fall months is 
cal for ensuring successful establishment of new grass stands.  Post-emergence weed control will be equally 
rtant for ensuring the least amount of unwanted competition as newly seeded grasses mature.  These are 
portant management practices to ensuring tall fescue lawns are brought back into acceptable shape before 

nd of the calendar year, despite the environmental stresses faced this summer. 

Jay Manganaro, Branch Manager, ValleyCrest  

There has been a reported tree scam in
dscaper offering to cut down a “diseased” t
mission is necessary in Camden Park for an

eriff and is mentioned in the Saturday, Augu

rs:  Barbara & Jim Terry 
TREE SCAM 

 Fearrington and surrounding areas that involves a fictitious 
ree. The Board is responsible for all common area trees and 
 owner to cut down any tree. The scam has been noted by the 
st 24th “Chatham Chat-List”. 
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