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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS 

A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Margaret & Ivar Wold     8 West Madison 

Barbara Harris & Sandy Cies   28 Caldwell 

Dody & Jack Tredinnick   17 Caldwell  

Rita & Eric Bigham    13 McDowell 

Jean & Larry Hjelle    22 West Madison 
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Camden Park Neighbors, 

It’s the start of summer and things begin to slow down a bit around here.  Speaking of slowing down, that 

is exactly what we would like to get some of the people passing through our community to do.  Many of you 

saw the Sheriff’s speed monitor set up on East Camden a few days ago. That was done at our request in 

conjunction with the FHA. Your Board of Directors is also working with the North Carolina Department 

of Transportation to post 25 MPH speed limit signs on both East and West Camden to encourage the 

speedsters to slow down. We then intend to hang a speed monitor, similar to the one the FHA uses on 

Weathersfield, alternating in each direction on both those streets.  The monitor will gather data and 

photographs of offending vehicles that we hope to provide to the Sheriff’s Department to encourage their 

enforcement of the speed limit.  

We are taking additional action on traffic by installing Yield signs in several places and painting white stop 

lines on the streets at our Stop signs to reinforce that “Stop means Stop!”   Although most of the 

perpetrators are people passing through Camden Park, there are two areas I would like to remind our 

residents about. Please park in the direction of travel.  Pulling across the street to park and pulling out 

across the street again to be in the lane of travel can be dangerous. Also, please drive slowly in the rows, 

under 10 MPH, and do not park in the rows or turnarounds, which can obstruct other vehicles. 

I am not going to mention dog poop yet again in this newsletter, but please read Jay Emmer’s letter in the 

FHA Newsletter this month on the subject.  Unfortunately, we continue to have a problem with people 

discarding used bags in public places instead of in their own trash.  And who is it discarding their used cat 

litter in our Mail Kiosk? Please stop it! 

Over the summer months, your Board will not meet in July and will not publish a Newsletter in August. 

This does not mean that we and our various committees will not be working.  We will!  To see how the 

committees have been busy on your behalf, please read their reports herein.  And consider volunteering for 

one of our committees and contribute to Camden Park. 

Enjoy your summer! 

Best Wishes, 

Michael Hancock 

President, Board of Directors 
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VOLUNTEERING FOR COMMITTEES AND THE BOARD 

The several standing committees of your Board are always looking for new members. It only takes a few 

hours a month and a continuing interest in bettering our community. We are particularly looking for 

new members for the Architectural Review and Covenants Concerns Committee.  That requires 

dedication to applying our Covenants and Restrictions in a thoughtful, fair, and even-handed manner. 

We also need members for the Nominating Committee that reviews and nominates candidates for the 

Board of Directors. Persons interested in either committee should contact Lane Cooke, 

lgcooke@email.unc.edu .   Service on a committee is great experience for serving on the Board of 

Directors. We will have three positions on your Board open in November.   
 

STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

In April and early May, a number of our projects were completed or moved forward. We are on schedule 

and plan to finish the remaining project work before the heat of the summer.  In the fall, we hope to turn 

our attention to planning asphalt patching and replacement in the rows. 

1. Streets/Rows:  

Contract work to replace the five uneven concrete sidewalk areas on East Camden and West Camden 

streets with bricks has been completed. 

East Camden-Phase I storm drain repairs have been completed. Work on the West Camden-Phase II 

storm drain clean out is almost done.  Catch basin/drain repair work for West Camden-Phase II is 

expected to start soon and to be completed by the end of the May.  

We signed a contract with a local engineering firm to do an updated study of all the rows in East, 

West and South Camden. Their evaluation work will start in the near future; and thereafter, we will 

meet with their representative to review their final report. 

Four new yield signs are on order and will be installed as follows: corners of McDowell and Yancey, 

East Madison and Yancey, West Madison and Caswell, and at the bottom of the hill at Macon and 

Scotland Row. 

We are currently working with NCDOT to seek encroachment approval for the installation of two 

speed limit signs on East Camden street and two speed limit signs on West Camden street. The four 

signs and a speed monitor unit will be purchased upon receipt of written approval for encroachment 

from NCDOT. We are also seeking encroachment approval from NCDOT to have five proposed 

NCDOT stop lines painted on state roads along with 11 stop lines on Camden Park Inc. streets.  

2. Utilities:  

Duke Energy installed a new streetlight at #27 Caswell.  Missing streetlight base collars throughout 

East and West Camden will be replaced by Duke Energy in the near future. 

3. Facilities: 

Repair and repainting work on the Mail Kiosk cupola has been completed. Repair and repainting 

work is currently being done on the sign poles at McDowell square and at #27 Caswell Sidewalk. 

Please report all significant fire ant sightings in the “common areas” to Mike Milewski so that he can 

contact our contract exterminator for treatment. 

 

Mike Milewski 

Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 

  

mailto:lgcooke@email.unc.edu
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LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS 

In spite of or because of the cold bitter winter, that is the question.  I spoke last time about the damage 

that the ice and snow did to a number of plantings.  I believe it is now clear which plants are not going to 

make it and will need to be replaced - one of the two fig trees on Weathersfield, the loropetalums along 

the walkway on McDowell and two of the shrubs around the utility boxes on Caswell.    We are getting 

estimates for the removal and hopefully will have them removed over the summer and replaced this fall.  

As everyone knows, plants planted in the fall have a much better survival rate than those replaced during 

the summer due to our scorching North Carolina sun. 

A number of people have been inquiring about when pruning will begin.  Here is our Valley Crest 

Manager’s response:  “We normally begin the pruning at the beginning of June.  The general rule is to let 

the new growth emerge and harden off before pruning for the first time.  Weather does sometimes move 

this time frame forward or backward, but with the mild weather we have had recently we are still looking 

at the first part of June to begin.”  When Valley Crest begins pruning, they will be in Camden South first, 

East Camden second and ending in West Camden. 

And when they finish in West, it will be time to start the process over again in South.  If you need red 

ribbon for bushes that you do not want pruned, let me know and I will leave a swatch for you in my front 

porch box (25 Yancey). 

From Bartlett Tree Company: they plan to be out in the Camdens in mid-June trimming the common 

trees, especially those that may be touching homeowners’ chimneys, as well as away from STOP and 

YIELD signs.  Our Bartlett Manager, Bryan Lowrance, will give me a list of trees requiring special 

attention or trimming.   It is at that time that the decisions will be made regarding the possible removal of 

any aging Sycamore trees in East Camden. 

And finally, your Landscape Committee has been working hard on rewriting the Landscape Contract, as 

it will be put out to bid this fall.  We plan to have a number of large landscape companies bid the contract 

and the Board will decide by December 1 who our Landscaper will be.   

If you are one of the lucky ones who spend their summer time away from the hot and humid NC weather, 

please remember to have someone take care of your gardening space and remove the weeds and vines that 

love our summers. 

Have a lovely summer! 

 

Priscilla W. Shows 

Chair, Landscape Management and Review 

Committee 

 

VALLEYCREST CHANGES NAMES 

Last year Brickman, a large national landscaping company, bought ValleyCrest, our landscape 

contractor. The two are merging their operations under a new name, BrightView. You will soon be 

seeing new uniforms and logos for BrightView on our ValleyCrest personnel and equipment but it is still 

essentially the same people operating under our existing contract.  BrightView partners with another 

company, TruGreen, to apply weed control and other chemicals to our lawns, so you may see some of 

their employees around too.  
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CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

As our President, Mike Hancock, says in his column this month the Architectural Review and Covenants 

Concerns Committee would like to invite Camden Park residents to join our committee. You may think 

that being on this committee would be an unpleasant task because we occasionally have to deny a request 

for home changes. We try hard to work with a homeowner to make a request possible to approve.  And 

last year, 2014, we approved 40 requests and did not approve only one request.  Being on this committee 

is a wonderful way to serve your community and meet your neighbors, especially for newcomers to 

Camden Park. Occasionally we meet at a home to look at a requested change, and occasionally we meet 

together, but much of our work is done by email. If you are interested in joining us please call Lane 

Cooke at (9190542-8198 or email her at lgcooke@email.unc.edu. 

On another note--After a long winter with late snow and ice many Camden Park homes, chimneys and 

courtyard walls need power washing or painting. Sometimes it is only one side that has mold and 

mildew.  Even if the front of your house looks fine, please walk all the way around your house to see if any 

side needs to be cleaned. 

One of the best ways to “spruce up” your house is to paint the shutters and front door. The original 

Camden Park door and shutter colors are either Tricorn Black (SW6258) by Sherwin Williams and Black 

Emerald (SW2936) by Sherwin Williams. Another color for shutters and door can be chosen, but will 

have to be approved by the Architectural Review and Covenants Concerns Committee. 

Have a great summer! 

 

Lane Cooke 

Chair, Architectural Review & Covenants 

Committee 

lgcooke@email.unc.edu, (919)542-8198 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors: Jim & Barbara Terry 
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