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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS 

A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Anne Marie Riether     8 Yancey 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Camden Park Neighbors, 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

We kicked off 2015 with our first Board meeting and welcomed Mike Milewski to the Board 

as Vice President and Chair of the Streets, Infrastructure, and Facilities Committee. The 

remainder of the Board carries over our same responsibilities as last year: Tom Ludlow as 

Secretary/Treasurer, Lane Cooke as Chair of the Architectural Review and Covenants 

Committee, Priscilla Shows as Chair of the Landscape Committee, and myself as President of the 

Board.  Our committees continue hard at work and I urge everyone to read their reports in this 

newsletter. 

One of the issues we discussed at the Annual Meeting in November was how to reduce the 

cost of mulch to the community, the second largest expense in our budget. The result was that 

while we will continue to provide mulch at the same level to the residential areas this year, we will 

take a break on mulching the common areas, while exploring other alternatives for future years.  

Priscilla discusses this in greater detail in her report.  The savings this year will help us accelerate 

some needed repairs and maintenance to the infrastructure and the landscape, including a 

professional engineering study of the state of our rows.  Any remaining savings will go into the 

reserves.  

I know I said in the December Newsletter I would have something to say on traffic in this 

edition, but I am afraid that is going to have to wait for the next one. I will be in discussions with 

the FHA about this issue that is common to all parts of the Fearrington Community. In the 

meantime, we all need to remember that improving traffic safety and reducing traffic noise begins 

at home with each of us.  

Looking forward to the end of Winter, 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Michael Hancock 

President, Board of Directors 
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STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

It is an honor to be the new chair of the SUF Committee, after having served on this 

committee for the past two years.  In 2015, our committee will strive to continue its work on a 

number of on-going projects and make plans to address the needs of our complex 

infrastructure. We look forward to working with residents to make Camden Park an even 

better place and welcome your input.  

1. Streets/Rows:  

 New brick handicap ramps were completed at #27 and #37 Caswell Sidewalk. 

 East and West Camden sidewalk maintenance continues with tree root 

cuttings, identification of water problems, and projected brick replacement of 

cement areas uplifted by tree roots. 

 The storm water catch basin at the south end of Middle Gaston Row was 

repaired, as its supporting brickwork was faulty. The committee discussed 

East and West Camden storm water sewer priorities with our contractor, 

Triangle Pond, at a meeting on 1/20/2015. In the future, we anticipate being 

able to hire a consultant to do a resurfacing study of all the rows in East and 

West Camden, especially Gaston and Surrey Rows, which have on-going 

issues. 

 We have scheduled repairs for two signposts (#27 Caswell & NE corner of 

McDowell Square), which were not part of the painting done by Duke Energy 

this past year. 

2. Utilities: 

 Duke Energy will install a new streetlight at #27 Caswell. Committee members 

will do a full survey/inventory of all streetlights. Four solar lights at Yancey 

Square steps were replaced, four new ones were added to McDowell Square 

steps, and two were installed on south Yancey Square. 

3. Facilities: 

 A new “Urgent CPI and FHA” bulletin board was installed at the Camden 

Park mail kiosk. We renewed the kiosk maintenance contract with handyman 

Mike Hecken for 2015 (Jan.-Dec.). The annual inspection of the kiosk will take 

place in February; however, two window trims need repair and will be 

addressed in January. 

 The last of the furniture re-staining has been completed with three benches 

recently stained in Caswell Square. An inventory of all Camden Park 

furniture was completed. A survey will be conducted of all road signs and stop 

areas that might possibly need “white stop lines”. 

 Annual contracts/agreements for garbage/recycling and pest control will be 

reviewed for renewal. 

Mike Milewski 

Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 

Committee members: Mike Hancock (ex officio), Bert Bowe, Sue 

Clark, Lee Grier, Don Hall, David McGrain, and Larry Owen 
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LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS 

January 2015 

As I sit at my kitchen desk and gaze out the window, my view is of numerous pallets of 

dark brown mulch!  It is that time of the year when Valley Crest has the mulch delivered and 

has begun spreading it in South Camden.  Next comes East and then West!  They will also do the 

final blowing of late falling leaves and pruning of shrubs.  If you want to make an exception to 

pruning of a particular tree or shrub, notify me and I will leave the pink/red ribbon in my front 

basket and you can pick it up! 

After much discussion with Valley Crest, the Board decided to reduce our mulching by 

not having the Common Areas mulched this year.  This decision came about due to the  concern 

that with all the mulch that has been spread in the past,  the mulch is not breaking down fast 

enough and may even be taking nutrients from the soil or at the very least not letting nutrients 

into the soil.  This is an ongoing discussion regarding what is best for our plants, shrubs and 

trees.  Rob Turner and John Bentley of Valley Crest met with the Board at the December 

meeting to discuss the issue of mulching as well as other landscape issues - size of mowers, 

reseeding and taking up mulch.  Out of this discussion, the Board agreed to have one 

homeowner’s current mulch reduced by half to see the aesthetic effect, as well as the effect on the 

plants.  We chose Larry Owen’s home (1 West Madison) to be the “Experiment.”  When you are 

out strolling take a look and tell us your opinion!  In the meantime, we will be considering our 

options for next year. 

Valley Crest will be cutting ornamental grasses in January.    And Bartlett Tree will be 

trimming lower branches to a height of 2-4 feet to improve clearance over walks and streets and 

road signs. 

As lovely as our trees are in Camden Park, their roots are disruptive to our sidewalks.  

We have had 11 different locations in East Camden where we have ground the roots in attempts 

to prevent them from raising up the sidewalks.   Our arborist, Bryan Lawrence has informed us 

that we can grind up to 1/3 of the roots without damaging the tree.   And we plan to have the 

noted roots in West Camden ground later this year.   

A gentle reminder as spring and spring gardening approaches  -  the area between the 

sidewalks and the street are common areas and belong to Camden Park and not to the 

homeowner.   Thus, any plantings or any hardscape are considered an encroachment if they have 

not been approved by the Camden Park Board. 

Finally, it is hard to believe that I saw the beginning of daffodils pushing through the 

mulch in my courtyard!   I know that winter is not over yet - and we have at least some snow and 

ice coming before these daffodils bloom, but the hopefulness those bulbs bring makes me want to 

believe Spring is not too far  away! 

 

 

Priscilla W. Shows 

Chair, Landscape Management and Review 

Committee 
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CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATIONS! 

The Camden Park Architectural Review Committee will not meet or review applications 

during the month of March. For that reason, if homeowners now know of an application you 

wish to submit you should submit that application to the Architectural Review Committee before 

the Camden Park Board meeting on February 17th in order for it to be reviewed. 

If you have an emergency application during March, you may submit it to Mike Hancock, 

President of the Board. If that application is found not to be an emergency, the committee will 

hold it for review in April. 

The Architectural Review Applications can be found in Appendix C of your "Welcome to 

Camden Park" notebook or in the Camden Park section of the Fearrington Village Homeowners 

website. During February, you can get a paper copy from the front porch basket at 12 

McDowell.  

In February, you can return a completed application to the basket at 12 McDowell or 

email it to Lane Cooke at <lgcooke@email.unc.edu>. If you have questions, you can call Lane 

at (919)542-8198. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. We are sorry if it causes any inconvenience. 

Lane Cooke 

Chair, Architectural Review & Covenants 

Committee 

lgcooke@email.unc.edu, (919)542-8198 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors: Jim & Barbara Terry 
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