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CAMDEN PARK 

Vol. 18, No. 4                 August 2014 

WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   

A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Judy Kenyon        23 Caldwell 

Angus & Rita McDonald        9 McDowell 

Emily Gallagher       15 West Madison 

Betsy & David S Miller      15 East Madison 

Francis Spadola       16 Macon 

Lynda & Dewey Thomsen      26 West Camden 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Camden Park Neighbors, 

“Summertime and the livin’ is easy!”  I don’t know about the fish jumpin’ or how high the 

cotton is, but I’ve found most things around here tend to slow down a bit in the southern summer.  

Some of us go away for part of the summer while others stay indoors more or seek the shade when 

we go out.  

To beat the heat, this is going to be a short newsletter but there are some happenings we want 

you to be aware of.  There are reports from Larry Owen and the Streets Committee, Lane Cooke and 

the Architectural and Covenants Committee, and Priscilla Shows and the Landscape Committee.  

There are also some useful tips on dog walking in our community. 

Larry reminds us that there will be maintenance on our alleys this summer.  This will require 

your cooperation in not parking in your garages or driving in the alleys while cracks are sealed and 

repairs made, giving the asphalt and sealer time to dry.  We intend that the contractor gives you 

ample warning in advance to allow you to move your cars to the streets before the work starts. 

We are pleased to see that the pump in the Camden Park has been replaced and the stream is 

flowing again. Several areas have been planted in wild flowers to form a meadow-like landscape, a 

project that requires some patience before the benefits will be manifest.  For this, I want to express 

our appreciation to Mr. R. B. Fitch and Ms. Laura Morgan of Fitch Creations. We also appreciate 

their response to our request to repaint the fences on their property bordering West Camden and to 

repave the area in front of the mail kiosk to prevent flooding.  Thank you R.B and Laura! 

Before you know it, fall will be here, with cooler weather and another newsletter. 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Michael Hancock 

President, Camden Park, Inc. 
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LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS 
 

ODDS AND ENDS    ~~    THIS AND THAT 

It has occurred to me that not everyone understands our Landscape Contract with Valley 

Crest and I thought it might be good to address that in our newsletter.  I will iterate the short form 

for all to see: 

 Valley Crest is responsible for mowing our grass in the Camdens, both the Common Areas 

and on homeowners’ property.  Mowing takes place as conditions dictate.  The edges are trimmed 

twice a month.   

 Valley Crest will prune the shrubs as necessary (usually 3 times a year) to maintain the 

natural form, to maintain growth within space limitations and to eliminate damaged or diseased 

wood.  (ValleyCrest cannot prune trees or shrubs over 12 feet tall due to their insurance coverage. 

Please keep in mind: 

 Valley Crest does not do any work within the private courtyards 

 Homeowners are responsible for weed control on their property   

 Homeowners are responsible for watering their property 

 If you have any questions, concerns, grievances, etc. regarding the Valley Crest work, please 

either call me (919 533-6761) or Keli Allen (919 787-9000) or email me at priscillashows@nc.rr.com.   

Please do not interrupt the working of the Valley Crest crew! 
 

CAMDEN PARK LANDSCAPE POLICY REGARDING YARD DEBRIS PICK UP 

 As our Landscape Contractor has one dump truck to haul our yard debris off, there have 

been times that they have not been able to complete their route among the three Camdens. If you 

have an inordinate amount of yard waste (limbs, leaves, plants and/or bushes) that you have 

accumulated, please consider dividing it between the two Wednesdays that are the designated dates 

for collection. 

 Private landscapers are welcome to work with homeowners in Camden Park, however, 

private landscapers must haul off all yard debris (leaves, limbs, plants, bushes) that they remove for 

the homeowner and not leave them for Valley Crest to remove. 
 

TREES 

 Bartlett Tree Company is in charge of our trees in the common areas.  As of this year, they 

have removed six diseased trees in South Camden and there are a few Sycamore trees they plan to 

remove in East Camden.  The replacements for these trees will be selected at the end of the summer 

and they will be planted in the fall - when hopefully we will have an abundance of rain to nourish 

them. 
 

GENTLE REMINDER TO ALL CAMDEN RESIDENTS 

 Chatham County Utilities Year Round Irrigation Schedule lists the times (12:00 AM - 7:00 

AM) for Fearrington Village on Tuesdays and Saturdays.  Please check the sheet that was mailed 

with your water bill to make sure you are in compliance with the County’s Year Round 

Conservation Measures.   

 

Priscilla W. Shows 

Chair, Landscape & Grounds Committee 

 

 

 

mailto:priscillashows@nc.rr.com
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DOG WALKING ETIQUETTE 

Your Board of Directors likes dogs.  All of us have or have had dogs and we want Camden 

Park to be a dog friendly community.  However, several incidents reported to us, remind us that 

dog ownership involves some responsibilities, especially when we take them out in public.  These 

suggestions on doggy etiquette have been culled from several websites including those of the 

ASPCA and Animal Humane Society.  

KEEP THE LEASH ON – This is the one thing that is a rule rather than a 

recommendation.  Section 4, Article IX of our Camden Park covenants requires dogs (and cats!) to 

be “confined to the occupant’s home unless on a leash and under the owner’s care.”  Neither dogs 

nor cats may be allowed to roam free.  

NO TRESPASSING -When walking your pet around a residential neighborhood, it is 

generally considered polite not to allow your dog to walk on people’s lawns or gardens, or to 

urinate or defecate on their landscaping, even if you clean it up.  It is best to keep elimination to the 

strip between sidewalk and street, or other common property. 

PICK UP THE POO - Obviously, dog walkers should be prepared, under all circumstances, 

with a plastic bag (or several) for picking up doggy waste.  Newspaper sleeves are perfect for this 

and if you are walking your dog in the Camden Park, the FHA provides canine waste stations with 

plastic bags. Please dispose of used bags in your garbage, or if in the park, at the FHA waste 

stations.  Do not throw them away under bushes or in the stream or pond. 

KEEP YOUR DOG UNDER CONTROL - Does your dog want to say hello to everyone that 

passes? Not everyone may be as much of a dog lover as you are.  Some people are afraid of dogs, do 

not care for dogs, or simply may not be in the mood to be sniffed, licked, or jumped on and 

perhaps knocked down.  Be especially careful with children, who may not know yet how to safely 

approach a dog. If passersby are interested in your dog, they will let you know and you can 

respond appropriately.  

This also applies to other dogs. Do not assume that other dog walkers (or dogs) are as 

interested in socializing their dogs as you (or your dog) might be. It is best to ask the other owner, 

particularly if you are going through a puppy socialization stage: “Is your dog friendly? Is it ok if 

we let our dogs say hi to each other?” and gauge their response, and your dog’s response when you 

let the two meet.  Make sure you have a tight hold of your leash, and also check to make sure the 

other dog walker seems in control of his/her dog as well to prevent any unfortunate encounters. 

Some authorities on dog care recommend using a short leash in neighborhoods like ours 

instead of long ones, to ensure that the dog is under immediate control; deeming the longer, 

retractable leashes more appropriate for walking in larger expanses of space. 
 

 

 

 

BLAST EMAIL 

 

Reminder  - We have set up a group address to send urgent messages to our residents in the 

Camdens. The original list is based on the FHA Directory and may not be entirely complete or up-

to-date.  If you did not receive our most recent message regarding fireworks at Galloway Ridge, 

you may not be on our list.  If so, please email us at camdenparkboard@ gmail.com so that we can 

include you.  
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STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

1. The benches, chairs & tables in all the parks have been treated & sealed and returned to 

their designated places. 

2. The wasp nests in the Caldwell & Yancey Gazebos have been treated. 

3. Several locations in the Common Areas have been treated for Fire Ants. 

4. The railing and new post caps for the steps at Caswell Park have been painted.  The new 

post caps were acquired and installed by Milton McCollough, a resident of West Camden. 

5. Residents are reminded that Street and Row pavement repairs, including storm grate 

replacements, crack sealing and sealcoating of Scotland Row in South Camden will be 

taking place over the several weeks. 

6. Plans are being made to repair critical damage to sidewalks. 
 

Larry Owen 

Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 

 

 

CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  

 

Solar Panels 
 

Roof solar panels are gaining popularity in Chatham County and many residents in Camden 

Park are interested in exploring the possibility of the installation of panels on their roofs. This is a 

reminder from the Architectural Review and Covenants Committee that, in Camden Park, an 

application must be submitted to the committee and approval given before panels can be installed.   

The committee will be interested in the placement of the panels on the roof in regard to 

visibility from the street, the color of the panels and how they match the color of the roof, and the 

size of the panels.  Architectural Review applications can be downloaded from the Camden Park 

section of the Fearrington Homeowners Association website and can be found in Appendix C of the 

white "Welcome to Camden Park" notebook.   

The committee understands homeowners' interest in solar panels and will work with 

Camden Park neighbors to try to identify solutions that work for your individual homes and are 

appropriate for our community. 

 

Lane Cooke 

Chair, Architectural Review Committee 

lgcooke@email.unc.edu 

(919)542-8198 

 
 

 

Editors: Jim & Barbara Terry 
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