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CAMDEN PARK 

Vol. 20, No. 2          April 2016 

 

WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS 

A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Ruth C. Loeber     18 Yancey 

Gordon & Joann Pitz    18 Macon 

 Kathy Waters     30 Caldwell 

  
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Camden Park Neighbors, 

Happy Spring! 

As the cold and gloom of winter fade, and trees and shrubs burst forth in color and seasonal green, 

now is the best time of year to clean house. (Isn’t that why they call it Spring Housecleaning?) 

Maybe this is the year to power wash the siding and rid our homes of the spider webs and leaves 

that have stuck on over winter. Or maybe it is time to make those changes to the house or landscape 

that you have been thinking about. If so, please remember that under our Covenants changes to the 

external appearance of your home requires approval from either the Architectural Review 

Committee or the Landscape Committee as appropriate.  Please see the reminder later on in this 

newsletter. Better yet review the information on covenants and architectural and landscape 

applications in your Camden Park Welcome Book or on line at the Camden Park section of the 

FHA website.  

We have begun receiving services from our new mulch and landscape contractors. Mulch was 

delivered and spread in January and February and although there were a few glitches, I think most 

of us are happy with the improved quality of mulch. And it came in under budget!  Our new 

landscape management contractor, Greenview Partners, has also begun with end-of-winter cleanup, 

preliminary structural pruning and cutting of ornamental grasses. They will soon begin lawn 

mowing using only walk-behind mowers in the residential areas.  

All out committees have been active over the winter and I urge you to read their reports in this 

newsletter. Particularly those of you who live along Middle Gaston Row need to be prepared for 

the resurfacing to be done in Mid-May. 

Save the date for our Spring Brunch on Saturday, May 21, at Caldwell Park in West Camden!  I 

hope to see you there.  

      Best Wishes, 

Michael Hancock 

President, Board of Directors 
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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

Summer is on its way and it is a great time to spruce up the exterior of your home.  All residents are 

encouraged to review the Camden Park Covenants pertaining to Architectural Control (Article V), 

Exterior Maintenance (Article VI) and Use Restrictions (Article IX). These are the major sections in the 

Covenants which outline regulations regarding the exteriors of our homes. 

Both the Architectural Committee and the Board take their duties seriously, and spend time carefully 

evaluating each individual situation for the benefit of all Camden residents.   

If you wish to make any change to the exterior of your home, there is an application and approval 

process in place by which residents complete a Request for Architectural Approval Form (Appendix C-1 

in the Welcome to Camden Park notebook). The covenants and Request for Architectural Approval form 

can also be found on the Fearrington Homeowners Association website at https://www.fearringtonfha.org   

You need to establish an account and then click on “Groups”, then click on “A to Friends”, then click on 

“Camden Park.”  

Examples of changes which require prior approval: 

- Any modification to exterior of home  

- Adding skylights or solar tubes 

- Painting a new color (example: trim, door, fence)  

- Adding a trellis, arbor, porch, patio or gate 

- Solar panels (pertains to location of panels)   

- Installing a fence 

- Adding or replacing a storm or screen door - New roofing  

- Satellite dishes/antennas (pertains to location of dish or antenna)               

-changing or adding new permanent lighting fixtures 

If there is a question about whether a form is required, please call the Board’s Architectural Review Chair 

or HRW. All forms are available from our management company.  

When your application is complete, return it to the Architectural Chair, as indicated on the top of the 

form, and retain a copy for your own records.   

Mail to:   Lane Cooke, Arch. Comm. Chair                 Email to:   

               12 McDowell                                                 lgcooke@email.unc.edu      

               1038 Fearrington Post 

               Pittsboro, NC  27312 

You may also put your completed form in the basket on the front porch at 12 McDowell. 

The Architectural Review Committee may request additional information from the homeowner to make a 

decision. The Camden Park Board ratifies the decision of the committee. The Board has 60 days from 

receipt of an application to render a decision, but tries to be faster than that with decisions. 

The committee’s recommendations to either approve or deny a request are presented to the Board, which 

then votes on each application. The Board decision is conveyed to the homeowner in a letter or email. If 

there is a denial, there is a clear reason stated, a request for additional information, or a suggested 

modification of the proposal.  It is strongly suggested that approval letters be retained with one’s 

“important papers.” 

 

 

 

https://www.fearringtonfha.org/
mailto:lgcooke@email.unc.edu
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LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS  

WOW! It is spectacular in Fearrington. Never nicer than to walk to the Village Center noting all that is 

in bloom. (The only downer is that green pollen not only on cars, but especially in eyes and noses! 

The Landscape Committee has been hard at work this winter. After successful mulching with Atlantic 

Mulch in January, the Committee met with Charlotte Glen, the Horticulture Agent for Chatham County, 

to discuss sustainable landscape practices. We covered a myriad of topics -pollinator plants, invasive 

plants, trees and sidewalks, native plants, plants to avoid in this section of the country. At the end of this 

article I plan to list numerous websites that you might have an interest in pursuing. Also in talking with 

Ms. Glen we discussed the possibility of having a fall workshop to discuss something along the lines of 

managing an old landscape and breathing new life into it. 

Several recommendations from our meeting with her to improve our sustainability and ecological 

stability are: -minimize harm we do to the environment 

-increase the use of slow release fertilizers 

-prevent soil erosion 

-do not have bare soil 

-add organic materials to soils 

-less turf 

-increase perennial and flowering shrubs 

-utilize pollinator friendly plants and consider a pollinator garden 

-rather than having gutters end on sidewalks, focus them to water plants 

-install rain gardens 

-install rain barrels (if outside patios, Architectural Review permission is needed) 

-consider increasing naturally drought tolerant plants, native species and flowering plants 

-consider organic fertilizer 

In addition we began a discussion regarding the tree roots vs. grass battle that we have raging in the 

Camdens. The Landscape Committee is studying this situation and planning to discuss this problem with 

both GreenView as well as Bartlett Tree to come up with a long term plan to attempt to mediate this war. 

Currently the tree roots seem to be winning at the risk of uneven sidewalks and dying grass. 

Speaking of grass, mowing season is beginning. IF YOU FIND THAT ONE OF YOUR SPRINKLER 

HEADS IS DAMAGED BY THE MOWERS, PLEASE CONTACT EITHER KELI ALLEN @ 

ASSOCIA at 919-787-9000 or me at 919-533-6761. We will then contact GreenView regarding the 

matter. Please be advised that we cannot reimburse you if you go directly to your water irrigation 

specialist. 

Happy Spring to all! 

Priscilla W. Shows 

Chair, Landscape Committee 
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2016 Landscape Websites 

From Charlotte Glen: 
 

For lists of pollinator friendly plants:  

https://growingsmallfarms.ces.ncsu.edu/growingsmallfarmspollinatorconservation/. 
 

Invasive plant lists – there are several. The Going Native website provides a good short list for our region. 
 

Going Native Website: Invasive exotic plants of the southeast 

http://www.ncsu.edu/goingnative/howto/mapping/invexse/ 
 

NC Native Plant Society Invasive Exotic Species List 

http://www.ncwildflower.org/invasives/list.htm 
 

North Carolina Botanical Gardens: Plants to avoid in the southeastern US 

http://ncbg.unc.edu/plants-to-avoid/ 
 

Forest Service: A Field Guide for the ID of Invasive Plants in Southern Forests, 2012 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/35292 
 

NC Invasive Plant Council 

http://nc-ipc.weebly.com/ 
 

Invasive Exotic Plants of NC 

http://www.se-eppc.org/northcarolina/NCDOT_Invasive_Exotic_Plants.pdf 
 

I also wanted to share these 2 websites – they are for broad educational programs that promote sustainable 

landscape practices: 

Landscapes for Life:  http://landscapeforlife.org/ 

Carolina Yards: 

http://www.clemson.edu/extension/natural_resources/water/carolina_yards/yard_actions/index.html 

 

And more from your Landscape Committee: 

From the News and Observer: The Audubon Society proves a list of plants that birds need during 

each season as well as a statewide list of nurseries that offer these bird friendly plants: 

https://nc.audubon.org 
 

Chatham County Cooperative Extension is located at 65 East Chatham Street, Pittsboro. 

Offices open 8 am - 5 pm. Their website is   http://chatham.ces.ncsu.edu . 
 

And for you Monarch Butterfly lovers this website - 

www.butterflyhighway.org 
 

And one final website: Nandy Brachey in the Charlotte Observer.  Her recent blog on March 12 

discussed “Options where Grass won’t Grow.” 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/living/home-garden/nancy-brachey/article64765122.html 

 

 

https://growingsmallfarms.ces.ncsu.edu/growingsmallfarmspollinatorconservation/
http://www.ncsu.edu/goingnative/howto/mapping/invexse/
http://www.ncwildflower.org/invasives/list.htm
http://ncbg.unc.edu/plants-to-avoid/
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/35292
http://nc-ipc.weebly.com/
http://www.se-eppc.org/northcarolina/NCDOT_Invasive_Exotic_Plants.pdf
http://landscapeforlife.org/
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/natural_resources/water/carolina_yards/yard_actions/index.html
https://nc.audubon.org/
http://chatham.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://www.butterflyhighway.org/
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/living/home-garden/nancy-brachey/
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/living/home-garden/nancy-brachey/article64765122.html
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STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

After a year of major planning, the Streets, Utilities, and Facilities (SUF) Committee of Camden Park 

Inc. is poised to begin the Middle Gaston Row repaving project in East Camden. Ruston Paving of 

Durham is our asphalt contractor, and is scheduled to begin work on Monday, May 16. All work, 

including restoration is expected to be completed no later than Friday, May 27. We will keep residents 

informed of any changes in the proposed schedule. 

All Camden residents, and especially those 22 households on Middle Gaston Row, are invited to 

attend an informational meeting about the project at 3:00 pm on Friday, April 8, at the Gathering 

Place. We will discuss this pilot repaving project and answer your questions. A schedule and special 

notice describing what Middle Gaston Row residents need to know about the project is included in 

this newsletter and will be posted at the mail kiosk; and as needed, sent to residents via email.  

In preparation for the paving project, starting in early May, we will need to expose the edges of the 

asphalt for the milling machine and front end loaders, creating a margin of one foot from the asphalt 

edge. A member of the SUF Committee will contact Middle Gaston residents shortly to ask if you are 

willing to prep your own asphalt edges or if you would like our landscape contractor, Joe Brown of 

“Plantsportation,” to do so at no cost to you. For the pre-paving work, as is practical, either the resident 

or Mr. Brown will move back stones, mulch, and soil currently on top of asphalt to a point one foot 

from the existing asphalt edge. As needed, trees and shrubs will also need to be pruned back. At the 

completion of the repaving project, all those materials displaced will be returned to the new asphalt 

edge by the resident or Mr. Brown. 

The Middle Gaston Row repaving project will be paid for out of Camden Park Inc. reserve funds. We 

anticipate doing two to three such row repavings each year for the next 5-7 years. We have a healthy 

reserve fund for just this kind of infrastructure expense. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The annual mail kiosk inspection took place in February. As a result of the inspection, a number of 

minor issues were addressed as part of its monthly maintenance. We also replaced an old bulletin 

board and installed new LED lights in the overhead. Our committee continues to research practical 

solutions to the condensation and mold issues in the mail kiosk. 

Missing street light base collars throughout E/W Camden were replaced by Duke Energy in late 

January; and poles and bases in need of touch up were spray painted. The new “Hall” bench was 

installed at Caswell Park. 

We identified uneven sidewalk areas that need grinding, jacking, or replacement with brick, and 

encroaching tree roots needing removal. Repair and replacement of these sidewalk sections in the 

three Camdens will take place over the next three months. 

Other summer work on the SUF Committee agenda includes: clean out of the storm water sewer 

systems in South Camden and along East Camden, routine asphalt repairs and sealing of streets, and 

other general maintenance issues as needed. 

 

Mike Milewski 

Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 
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NOTICE 
Middle Gaston Row Repaving--May 2016  

March 22, 2016   

Dear Middle Gaston Row Residents, 

The Streets, Facilities, and Utilities Committee of Camden Park Inc. is very pleased to announce that by 

the end of May, the Middle Gaston Row repaving project will be history. To get there, however, we ask 

for your patience and assistance during the project. Here is what you need to know: 

 An informational meeting will be held 3:00 pm Friday, April 8, 2016 at the Gathering Place. 

 Our asphalt contractor is Ruston Paving from Durham. 

 The project is slated to begin on Monday, May 16, 2016, and will last approximately one and one 

half (1½) weeks; the project is expected to be completed no later than May 28, weather permitting. 

 Middle Gaston Row, including all offshoots and the 22 asphalt driveways will be repaved from the 

southwest corner of McDowell Square to the northwest corner of Yancey Square. All vehicles must be 

removed from Middle Gaston Row by 8:00 pm Sunday, May15. Please park your vehicle on East 

Madison or East Camden. The south side of McDowell Square and the north side of Yancey Square 

are restricted to contractor equipment; please do not park in these areas. 

 Residents should access their homes from their front doors; there will be no access to garages via the 

row once the project starts. You will be notified when it is ok to drive on the row. 

 Residents will want to keep any delivery, repair, and moving companies informed.  

 For the trash and recycle scheduled on Tuesday May 17 and 24, place containers on the common area 

at the front of your homes for pickup. We have notified the vendor of this change. 

 Yard waste pickup scheduled for Middle Gaston Row residents on May 18 will be changed to 

Wednesday, May 11; the rest of Camden Park will still be picked up on May 18 as scheduled. 

 All irrigation systems and hoses must be shut off starting Saturday May 14 until the end of the 

project. Any water drainage in the row will adversely affect the paving process. 

 The contractor hopes to maintain the schedule; weather and other factors may alter the schedule. 

 The Streets, Utilities, and Facilities Committee will post updates throughout the project, as needed, at 

the Camden Park mail kiosk and via email. 

The project consists of four phases: milling, sub-surface stabilization, paving and final cleanup. 

PHASE 1: MILLING  

Description:  Milling is the grinding and hauling away of the old asphalt. During this phase, expect noise 

and dust. Once the milling is complete, the row will be ready for sub-surface inspection.  Estimated 

completion time: 2 days 

PHASE 2: SUB-SURFACE STABILIZATION 

A stabilization schedule will be determined once the milling is done, anticipate 1-2 days. 

PHASE 3: PAVING is expected to take 2 days. 
 

PHASE 4: CLEANUP should take 1-2 days. 
 

If you have any questions or require additional clarification, please contact: 

Mike Milewski, Streets, Utilities, and Facilities Chair (413) 478-9018 

Mike Hancock, Camden Park Inc., President (919) 533-6577

mailto:m.eakes@beaufortnc.org
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SCHEDULE 
MIDDLE GASTON ROW 

PAVING PROJECT--2016 
 

April 8  Informational meeting for all residents concerning the Middle 

Friday  Gaston Row asphalt project to be held 3:00 at Gathering Place. 
 

May 2-6  Trim over hanging tree limbs and shrubs 1’ (one foot) off asphalt edge. 

Monday-Friday  
 

May 4  Routine brush pickup. 

Wednesday. 
 

May 9-13  Move back 1’ from asphalt edge all individual stones, soil and mulch. 

Monday-Friday 
 

May 11  Special brush pickup for Middle Gaston row instead of May 18. 

Wednesday 
 

May 14  All irrigation systems shut off and hose watering discontinued. 

Saturday 
 

May 15  All vehicles are to be moved to either East Madison or East Camden 

Sunday  by 8:00 pm Sunday evening for temporary parking; there will be no  

   vehicle access to the row nor garages until Saturday, May 28. 
 

May 16-25  Start project; asphalt milling, sub-grade work and new paving. 

Monday-Friday Note: no row access by moving trucks, roofers or other vendors. 
 

May 17  Trash/recycling pickup, all containers to curb at front of homes. 

Tuesday 
 

May 18  No brush pickup Middle Gaston row; see May 11 for special pickup. 

Wednesday 
 

May 24  Trash/recycling pickup, all containers to curb at front of homes. 

Tuesday 
 

May 26-27  Move back soil, rocks and mulch to new asphalt edge; not on asphalt. 

Thursday-Friday 

 

May 28  Row is open for vehicle access; turn irrigation systems back on. 

Saturday 

 
 ***Streets, Utilities, and Facilities Committee, Camden Park Inc., 3/22/2016*** 
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Camden Park Spring Brunch 

Saturday May 21, 2016    $5 per person in cash 

10:30 am till noon    Bring a dish to share 

Caldwell Square Gazebo (West) Bring your lawn chair 
 

Come, bring your favorite breakfast dish (casserole, fruit or bread,) and join 

 your friends and neighbors for a fun brunch.  The mimosas, orange juice  

and coffee  (caffeinated and decaffeinated) will be provided. 

 

Questions – Linda Vaughn (919) 533-6185  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors: Jim & Barbara Terry 


